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Ethiopia 


Eritrean Rebels Report Dergue Air Raid 


£A0210222589 (Clandestine) Vowe of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Amharic 1630 GMT 2 Oct 89 


[Text] Two Dergue warplanes raided (Daha Gurgi) near 
Mereb and burned unharvested grain and hay. In addi- 
tion, Dergue soldiers, who had encamped near Hagaz. 
robbed camels laden with property worth 84.000 birr 
from merchants, and beat the owners. According to the 
information received from the area. Dergue soldiers are 
engaged in looting and other criminal activities in Hagaz 
and its surrounding. 


Tigray Liberation Front Makes Victory Claims 


EA2809133189 (Clandestine) Voice of the Tigray 
Revolution in Amharic to Ethiopia 1900 GMT 27 Sep 89 


[Excerpt] The Tigray People’s Liberation Front [TPLF] 
zonal forces drove back th. tnvading Workers Party of 
Ethiopia [WPE] forces, which moved from Debark to 
Zarema on 21 September. The WPE forces which moved 
to massacre the Zarema dwellers comprised the 114th 
Brigade and militias and were fully armed with heavy 
weapons. However, they fled after 53 of their soldiers 
were killed and injured. While running away. the enemy 
killed a 3-year-old baby and her mother. [passage 
omitted] 


* EPLF Leader Discusses Peace Talks 


34000703¢ London ADULIS in English 
Jul-Aug 89 pp 6-12 


[Article: “Peace Talks To Start Shortly”] 


[Text] The last two months have seen encouraging devel- 
opments in the peace process. Initially, on June 6, 1989, 
Addis Ababa announced its acceptance—albeit as a 
“new” proposal couched in contradictory language—of 
the ground rules for starting negotiations. The EPLF 
[Eritrean People’s Liberation Front], thea clarified its 
position first through a press statement issued on June 8, 
and later in a Press Conference held by the Secretary 
General in London on June 29. The apparent readiness 
of both sides to start peace talks has been widely wel- 
comed, generating substantial international interest. 


To mark this turning point, ADULIS held an in-depth 
interview with the EPLF Secretary General, Isaias Afew- 
erki, on the broader details and prospects of the peace 
talks. Excerpts [follow]: 


[ADULIS] Mr. Isaias, the Addis Ababa regime has 
recently announced its readiness to start open talks 
without preconditions and in the presence of a third 
party. In the past, these basic requirements that were 
first put forward by the EPLF in 1985 were anathema to 
the regime. Does the new position reflect a change of 
heart and new commitment to peace by Addis Ababa? 
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{ Afewerki] The real motivation or sincerity of the regime 
are not issues that preoccupy us at the moment. The 
essential task is to see that peace talks start and succeed. 
In this sense, we must gauge the various statements made 
by, the Shengo and Ethiopian officials in terms of their 
impact on the success of the peace talks. The overriding 
aim should be to terminate the war and bring about a 
lasting end to the conflict. It would indeed be a great 
mistake were the opportunity misused for cheap pub- 
licity stunis or propaganda. 


That saic, one does not need a lot of imagination to 
determine the motivations of the regime. Our past 
experience and the timing of the announcement itself are 
indicative of its real intentions and probably action in 
the time to come. 


For the last 15 years since it seized power, the regime has 
relied on the military option to crush the legitimate 
aspirations of the Eritrean people by force. The regime 
has persisted in this attitude despite repeated calls by the 
EPLF and the Eritrean people for a peaceful solution. 
Without going into lengthy details the numerous efforts 
undertaken in the past to promote peace failed because 
they were not reciprocated. 


Indeed, if peace is being sought, as this regime has done 
in the past, only at moments of military weakness and 
shelved aside when the military fortunes are favourable, 
then there is no real commitment and there will never be 
a breakthrough. And this has been the approach of the 
regime to the question of peace. Inspite of its numerous 
military failures in the last 10 years, peace has never 
been on its agenda. The regime preferred to escalate the 
war underestimating domestic and international opposi- 
tion and rebuffing our repeated calls for peace. 


Things came to a head when the growing public opposi- 
tion to the war and the isolated mutinies within the army 
culminated in a major coup-attempt in May’89. Imme- 
diately after this episode. the regime hastily convened 
the Shengo (National Assembly) and announced its 
acceptance of the requirements to start peace talks. 


Now, these ground rules had been roundly rejected by 
the regime until that moment. There were infact several 
initiatives by concerned parties in 1988. All came to no 
avail because the Dergue’s regime persisted in its rejyec- 
tion of these ground rules. And we have to realise that 
these requirements are not preconditions; they are fac- 
tors of the procedural nature which facilitate genuine 
peace talks. 


If the regime has now accepted these requirements, the 
EPLF and the Eritrean people do not interpret it as an 
admission of defeat or a sign of its good will. What is of 
paramount importance is the commencement and suc- 
cess of the peace talks. 


For our part, we will work for peace even if we believe 
that this regime is not seriously committed to peace. Our 
efforts in the past too were not hinged on the positive 
response or good will of the regime. Our approach 
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remains to confront by force the regime’s logic of force 
while simultaneously working to encourage and secure 
the role of the international community—which has a 
decisive role—in bringing about peace. 


The international climate is today conducive to peace: 
the Dergue has been forced by circumstances to sing the 
tune of peace. Against this background, what is impor- 
tant to the EPLF and the Eritrean people ts to ensure that 
the conducive international climate and the opportuni- 
ties for peace produce concrete results; irrespective and 
independent of the intentions and motivations of the 
Dergue. 


[ADULIS] As you pointed out in the press conference, 
there have been repeated statements by Dergue officials, 
from Colonel Mengistu downwards, that literally nullify 
the Shengo’s declaration. (Colonel Mengistu insisted that 
“Ethiopia’s unity is not negotiable’, during a press 
conference on June 7th, and the Ethiopian Foreign 
Minister, Berhanu Baye recently stated that observers 
may Only participate at some later stage of the talks). Can 
this forestall or jeopardize the peace talks? 


[Afewerki] If we pin our hopes on the good will of the 
regime, we will be disappointed. Whether the regime is 
genuine or not in the search for peace is almost irrele- 
vant. For a simple reason: if it does not accept peace 
talks, its survival will be at stake. The Dergue will be 
swept away by opposition—which is bound to increase— 
from the public—and its own institutions. These are 
however broader issues which cannot be dealt with here. 


In the peace talks what is crucial is the role of the 
international community. The ambiguous pronounce- 
ments of the regime can be explained by its overall 
psychological state. The regime has now been forced to 
swallow things that it loathes because of domestic and 
international pressure. Consequently it is dithering 
between two poles; hesitating and wavering in its stance. 
Had circumstances allowed, it would not have given us a 
minute's breathing space; peace would be the last world 
in its vocabulary. This is one side of its predicament. The 
other side is its awareness that under the given circum- 
stances, its survival, its continuity, is under threat. If 
peace talks do not start, public opposition to its war 
policy will grow, an army rebellion may occur, it will be 
isolated internationally; the combination of which may 
precipitate its downfall. So, at least in appearance, it has 
to accept and present itself as peace-seeking. 


However. the regime is hesitating from taking concrete 
steps towards peace. Because it known at heart that it 
would be the loser in genuine peace talks. The Eritrean 
people have been visited an injustice. They have not 
misappropriated, confiscated or robbed properties and 
rights that are not theirs by law and nature. Real peace 
can only be to their benefit. The ambivalence and 
wavering we see on the part of Ethiopian ofjiicials indeed 
derives from this reality. In this sense, we should not 
worry or be surprised by their predictable reactions. 
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[ADULIS] One of the requirements essential for the start 
of the negotiatvons is the presence of observers. Why 1s 
this necessary? What role do you envisage for observer 
third parties? What are the modalities of participation? 


[Afewerki] The EPLF has a clear reason why it has been 
pushing for the presence of observers in the negotiations. 
In the first place. we do not consider peace talks as an 
instrument of manoeuvre or as temporary measure for 
buying time. In our view, negotiations should be serious 
engagements to terminate the conflict and secure a 
lasting peace. Within this framework, the presence of 
observers is essential both on grounds of principle and 
from our past negative experience. 


In previous negotiations with Addis Ababa, one of the 
reasons that contributed to the failure of the peace talks 
was the partiality of the mediators. Our experience also 
shows that negotiations that take place between the two 
adversaries without the presence of a third party—that 
can serve at least as a witness—invariably wind op in 
deadlock. 


What would be the actual role of observers? In our view, 
ihe third party will not be a passive observer. It will have 
a moral, ethical pressure. If the two adversaries are left 
alone, one side may dwell on tenuous arguments: it may 
be difficult to make progress from entrenched positions. 
The presence of a third party creates, in itself, a 
restraining and positive climate. Spurious arguments 
and ludicrous claims would not be forwarded so much as 
it may happen in strictly bilateral talks. The side that 
obstructs peace would be exposed to the international 
public and posterity. Thus in this respect, the mere 
presence of a third party will enhance the peace process. 
And in the event that the peace talks end in failure, an 
impartial third party will be duty-bound to make the 
truth known to the external world. This will in turn 
generate moral and psychological pressure on the guilty 
party. 


Of course, peace will ultimately obtain only through the 
consent of the two adversaries. However, in all conflicts 
between an aggressor and its victim, we do not know of 
peace reached without intermediaries. The multiple con- 
ventions, regional and international organizations that 
exist in our world have the task of facilitating and 
enforcing binding regulations that govern relations 
between states and peoples. Even at the individual level, 
two litigants normally reach reconciliation through the 
intermediary of a court or third body. This is so obvious 
that it should not have needed so much wrangling. 


While these have been the major considerations from 
our side, it may be important to cite the reasons why the 
regime has been rejecting independent observers. The 
underlying 'ogic was the argument that such a posture 
would reinforce the image of the Eritrean case as “an 
internal affair of Ethiopia”. The Ethiopian regimes— 
both the previous and present one—have been suffi- 
ciently apprehensive of the legitimacy of the Eritrean 
question that they have gone to extreme lengths to block 
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the issue in al! international fora. In their dealings with 
States, they have frequently resorted to blackmail cast- 
gating those who support our cause as “meddling in 
(their) internal affairs’. Their diplomacy fas been 
rooted in soliciting, by all means, support ‘or their 
annexation of Eritrea as a defacto reality. And according 
to this approach, they have to oppose the involver ent of 
a third party in the resolution of the conflict to bolster 
the pillars of their diplomacy. 


In addition, the reason why they prefer to conduct talks 
without the scrutiny of a third party is their awareness 
that their arguments do not have historical or legal 
substance. They realize that they would lose in negotia- 
tions based on documented history and according to 
accepted international norms. On the other hand, secret 
bilateral talks suit their purpose, allow them to obstruct 
real progress through sinister manoeuvres, and ulti- 
mately declare—as they have been doing—that peace 
talks failed because of the other party as there would be 
no independent witness to set the record straight. 


Of course what the Ethiopian regime should realize is 
that the international or internal nature of the Eritrean 
case cannot be subject to arbitrary labelling. Lies, distor- 
tion of historical facts, or blackmail cannot erase its solid 
juridical merits. It is a reality of history, as such not 
subject to contention or argumentation. It cannot be 
linked with the peace process. It is a separate matter 
which cannot be changed by our whims or wishes. 


Incidentally, the extreme obsession of the regime to 
make the world believe that this is “an internal affair” 
betrays its own disbelief in what it is preaching. Indeed 
such an elaborate diplomatic campaign would have been 
unnecessary had it been a clear cut internal affair of 
Ethiopia. 


For our part, we have no time to squander in such 
unproductive arguments. The issue is closed. The pres- 
ence of a third party is being solicited not to score points 
in sterile arguments but in order to contribute to the 
lasting peace we earnestly seek. 


[ADULIS] The EPLF had issued a referendum proposal 
in 1980 to resolve the conflict peacefully. Would the 
EPLF be pushing to make the proposal accepted as a 
working paper—if and when the peace talks start? If yes. 
does this appear as a precondition in the sense that it 
already outlines the framework of solution? 


{[Afewerki] It would be premature to discuss here the 
proposals the EPLF intends to put on the negotiating 
table. What we are saying now is that both sides should 
accept the three requirements: i.e. to conduct negotia- 
tions that are without preconditions, open, and in the 
presence of observers as a third party. What proposals or 
working papers will be present in the negotiations—in 
the preliminary phase or substantive phase (as it will 
have several phases)}—is something that will be made 
clear when the time comes. 
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In relation to the views of the EPLF on referendum. 
however, these points must be clarified. Referendum ts 
not a specific proposal of the EPLF: it is simply an 
instrument that allows a people to exercise their right. In 
resolving the conflict. the issue that precedes other 
considerations must be the right of the Eritrean people. 
their political mght, their right to self-determination. 
This 1s the central issue, the raison d'etre of the struggle. 
This right cannot be denied: referendum is a democratic 
mechanism that guarantees the exercise of this right. It 1s 
not, in this sense, a new formula devised by the EPLF. it 
has universal application on a world scale as a means of 
asserting the wishes of nations, peoples and fundamental 
individua! rights. 


Even the rights of an individual in the society/state in 
which he resides are guaranteed by his inviolable right to 
ecpress Sis views, through the ballot box, on matters that 
concern him—political, economic, social etc. The sense 
of full belongings and citizenship would be meaningless 
otherwise. Naturally, the Eritrean people have the right 
to express their views on matters that affect their destiny. 
Referendum has no other significances 2nd is much more 
a recognition of this nght rather than a mere proposal of 
the EPLF. 


The war, the conflict that has dragged for three decades, 
is rooted on the denial of the basic rights of the Eritrean 
people. Referendum is, in a way, a legal attempt to 
redress this injustice. The three options, (independence. 
federal association with Ethiopia, regional autonomy). 
reflect the range of possible and historical (including the 
government option) outcomes when this right is exer- 
cised. Can other options be added? Certainly if it is felt 
that there are other viable solutions that can be put 
forward to the people. The bottom line is for all possible 
options to be decided by the people themselves in a free 
vote. Other options may ulso be added during the 
negotiations or when agreernent is reached to hold the 
referendum. 


But referendum as a concept cannot be subject to nego- 
tiations. It cannot be seen as a simple proposal of one 
side because it constitutes the fundamental rights of a 
people: the besic individual rights. 


If the regime misconstrues the referendum as a precon- 
dition, it would in effect be ruling out serious discussions 
of any kind. Even in open-ended and flexible negotia- 
tions, universally accepted rights and norms cannot be a 
mater of argument and contention. Standard mecha- 
nisms that regulate the interaction between states and 
peoples cannot be termed inapplicable when it comes to 
our case. The Ethiopian regime cannot afier all reject 
these commonly held notions and live in another planet. 


[ADULIS] In some quarters, it is argued that the Eri- 
treans should make substantial concessions to appease 
Ethiopia's legitimate interests, including access to the 
sea. once their right to self-determination is asserted. 
What concessions is the EPLF prepared to make? 
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[Atewerkij There are several comple, tssues that must be 
addressed here In the first place. there 1s a limit to the 
mandate of the EPLF. The fact that the EPLF ts a 
political organization that grew in the struggle as a 
reflection of the resistance of the people does not endow 


it with a free hand to decide all and everything on behalf 


of the Eritrean people. The issue is therefore what 
concessions the Eritrean people can make 


Whatever the issues may be—access to the sea. other 
arrangements concerning mutucl security, economic 
cooperation—we must first realize that these decisions 
rest with the Eritrean people. Secondly. there 1s the 
question of timing or sequence in the order of things. 
Perhaps, the various conjectures being suggested may 
appear as viable compromise solutions. Many may find 
them realistic or logical. But the fact 1s thal now 1s not 


the time to discuss the appropriateness or viability of 


CONCESSIONS. 


First and foremost, there is a fundamental issue that 
must be settled before we address subsidiary matters. To 
accept or reject certain concessions, one has first to 
assert one’s political mghts, once very survival. The 
Eritrean people must first obtain their political rights 
Once this is secured, then they can freely enter into 
various pacts to enhance cooperation with other peoples 
in the region (an especially Ethiopia). These arrange- 
ments cannot of course precede but must follow the 
exercise of their basic rights. We cannot identify and 
exhaust aprior the arrangements that will be made in due 
course. If we try to put the cart before the horse. the 
outcome can only be negative and perhaps preclude 
arrangements that should come at a later date. 


Consequently, it would be more fruitful if these prescrip- 
tions, benign as they may be. are laid aside for the 
moment. Indeed once the fundamental issue of rights is 
satisfactorily resolved the door would be wide open to 
tackle all these matters. We must also realise that in this 
increasingly interdependent world, the Eritrean people 
and the peoples of the region will have to establish— 
whether they like it or not—stable relations that promote 
their mutual interests and collective security Moreover, 
the Eritrean people would not only have a considerable 
stake in this type of relationship, but it 1s an objective to 
which they are actively committed. But at the risk of 
repeating myself, | must stress that these ideals can only 
materialize when the basic rights are secured. In the 
meantime, all parties can give serious thought to the 
desirable and practica' forms of association. Attempts to 
rush things will only result in placing obstacles on the 
peace process and forestall viable relationships among 
the peoples of the region which must develop at their 
own pace and according to their own dynamics. 


The repeated argument about Ethiopia's absolute need 
of access to the sea is ludicrous. It does not stand serious 
analysis and is not justified by international law. It 1s 
also a dangerous precedent. Giving legitimacy to this 
kind of reasoning would infact only plunge the world 
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into endless wars. Because countries that are not satis- 
fied with their given borders will be pustified in invading 
their neighbours. This will destabilize the existing inter- 
national political order and trigger endless conflicts. 


We cannot, therefore. speak of legitimate concessions. 
We must remember that once one gives way to a policy 
of appeasement. there 1s no way of checking it. Conces- 
sions will not be confined to one side or to a specific 
region either. The yardstick will have ceased to be 
international law but the logic of might and force. 


To promote the stability, peace and prosperity of the 
peoples of the region, the primary task should be to 
create conducive conditions: to start with confidence 
building measures that replace the atmosphere of suspi- 
cron and hostility by a sense of commitment to collective 
security and well being. As a first step towards this goal, 
the basic rights of the constituent peoples of the region 
must be respected. If we wish to encourage broad coop- 
eration of the peoples of the region, we must first nurture 
a sense of trust and security. When the very survival of a 
people 1s at stake. all appeals of cooperation for the 
common good are meaningless. Thus when we say that 
the Eritrean people reject these concepts now, it does not 
mean that they are beyond contemplation. At a tyme 
when we are talking about concrete possibilities and 
measures for peace, 1t would be better if arguments that 
confound the peace process are not raised. 


{ADULIS] In your initial statement you stated that the 
EPLF does not have unrestricted mandate on al) issues 
Recently, the Ethiopian leaders scem to argue that they 
do not have a mandate to negotiate the “territorial 
integrity of Ethiopia”. Are the two positions q@milar’ 


| Afewerki] The statements by the Dergue’s officials are a 
mockery of fundamental principles. It is one thing to 
assert that any elected government, party of organtsa- 
tion, needs to refer back issues of paramount importance 
to its constituencies or the public. This 1s a recognition of 
the fact that the mandate given to a governing party by 
the people during an election ts not abs. ‘ute and certain 
issues require public confirmation through a plebiscite 
or referendum. 


We (the EPLF) are paying precious sacrifices, paying 
with our lives, to assert the rights of our people. But still, 
we are modest enough to know our limits, to recognize 
that we cannot make concessions and compromises on 
behalf of our people. 


On the other hand, no external power has the right or 
mandate to determine the destiny of our people. When 
the Ethiopian regime argues that it has no mandate on 
matters concerning “the unity of Ethiopia”. this ts a 
ridiculous pretext. It 1s like a head of a family who robs 
his neighbour and then refuses ‘> give back the stolen 
property claiming that he needs the approval of his 
family. His family are not a party to the crime: they can 
neither be punished nor associated in any way with the 
crime of the father. 
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Moreover, this regime docs not have a mandate to 
govern let alone speak on behall of the Ethiopian people 
although that 1s not the issue here. 


{[ADULIS] These prospects for peace in the Horn are 
occurring at a time when there 1s reduction of tension 
and increasing rapprochement between the two super- 
powers. To what extent 1s the improved international 
climate influencing peace in our region” 


| Afewerki] Whether we like it or not, we must realize that 
the superpowers have considerable influence in shaping 
developments in our region and elsewhere. We are not in 
a position to determine the role and influence of these 
powers. But once we accept this influence as a constant 
reality, then the scope for action constitutes one of these 
two possibilities. If their rivalry and competition ts 
pursued at the expense of the interests of the local 
peoples, then we have no choice but to contront and 
oppose their policies. If, on the other hand, they exhibit 
g00d will and commitment to employ their mfluences 
and cooperation to resolve regronal conflicts and pro- 
mote peace. then this wii be welcomed. Recent evenis 
Show that it 1s the latier positive trend which governs 
international relations today. Perhaps one needs to be 
prudent and leave the final verdict for ime. On available 
evidence, however, no body can deny the positive role of 
the superpowers at this particular point in time. Their 
cooperation has so far produced concrete results in 
various regions. 


In our specific region, we cannot as yet talk of concrete 
steps taken by the superpowers. However, in the context of 
the improved international climate, the fact that we have 
not yet seen their concerted action concerning our ci .¢ oF 
the absence of initiatives or practical measures to oster 
r“lations with us should not drive us to ignore the ovcrall 
achievements towards world peace. We can only welcome 
the positive results elsewhere and endeavour to ensure that 
they employ their influences in our region constructively 
to bring about peace and stability. At the moment and in 
the absence of concrete indices, we cannot go beyond 
Stating this general expectation. 


[ADULIS] Have there been recent changes in the posi- 
tions of the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. on the Eritrean cause. 
Many observers in the international press argue that the 
peace calls by the Addis Ababa regime is the result of 
Soviet pressure; that the Soviets have reduced their 
supply of weapons to Ethiopia’? Do you agree with these 
Statements’ 


{[Afewerki] In regard to the first question, as stated 
earlier, we cannot be pessimistic if concrete action 1s not 
taken in our region when the overall international pic- 
ture 18 positive. In addition, the US. administration has 
made it clear that it wants to see and would cooperate in 
the peaceful resolution of the contlict. We have oot seen 
concrete measures so far but all the same we take this 
statement of good will as positive. 


The Soviet role must be seen at two levels. 
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Qn the one hand. they have been openly saying that they 
support peaceful solution, that thes do not contemplate 
a military solution to the conflict. As tar as stalements 
20. this 1s also positive and welcome. In practice how- 
ever, the story 1s different. Soviet support rs the principal 
factor that has enabled the Dergue to indulge in exten- 
sive military adventures over the last ten vears. The 
Soviets have a far bigger involvement in the conflict: 
they are responsible tor the escalation of the war. In this 
sense, the Soviets possess a far bigger leverage than the 
Americans, if the political will exists, to promote peace. 


Soviet behaviour does not comncide. however, with their 
pronouncements and the repeated signals they are 
floating to imply that they are applying pressure on the 
Dergue. Since March 1988 alone. we have seen the 
introduction of new weapons im the war. Guided anti 
tank missile, helicopters. new multiple rocket launchers 
have been supplied to the regime in huge quantities. In 
1989. we have seen intensive bombardments of our 
liberated areas—on a scale never seen betore. These 
weapons have been supplied by the Soviets: weapons 
that may have been given by North Korea or some junior 
State are only marginal. What 1s keeping the Dergue’s 
war machine running is without doubt continued unre- 
Strained Soviet support. 


In the face of this, what do we make of the stated Soviet 
good will? Some circles try to justify the contradictory 
Soviet ehaviour and its military assistance to Ethiopia 
in terms of an “agreement that has not yet expired”. This 
again 1s not plausible. The new weapons being supplied 
‘his treme could not possibly have been included in the 
agreement that was signed 10 years ago. The military 
agreement does not contain clauses that bind the Soviets 
to escalate the war, and, at any rate, they are incompat- 
ible and contradictory to the presumed readiness of the 
Soviets to put pressure on the Ethiopian regime 


If we are being told that military supplies will only be 
reduced when the agreement expires in 1990 or 1992, 
then this 1s again tantamount to asking us to postpone 
peace talks until that period. Credible pressure can only 
mean a real reduction in the supply of weapons. The 
Soviets cannot have it both ways. Nobody should be 
taken in by their empty statements of disapproval to a 
military solution, commitment to peace or willingness to 
play a constructive role. 


It is of course within the means of the Soviets to help 
terminate the war and promote peace and prosperity in 
the region. These objectives could infact be realized 
through concrete action, without much propaganda and 
diplomatic manocuvring. 


As a result of all these factors we have. on our part, 
reservations on their real intentions versus their state- 
ments. This does \.ot of course mean that we do not 
appreciate the overall conducive atmosphere or that we 
rule out any positive actions by the Soviets mn the period 
ahead. But in our efforts to bring about peace. our 
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judgement on the roles of Moscow and Washington can 
only be based on the realities of the day 


[ADULIS] Apart from the declaratory statements by 
both sides, have there been concrete steps by the EPLF 
or other concerned parties to start the peace-talks’ Is 
there a time-frame in which we can expect negotiations 
to start” 


{Afewerki] The initiatives that have been taken within this 
conducive climate are indeed numerous. A number of peace 
mitiatives have been taken at the government level. orgami- 
zations and individuals in the last jew years. In the recent 
past in particular, we have seen a number of concrete steps 
from concerned parties to promote negotiations. 


It would be unproductive and premature to disclose or 
be explicit at this peviod on these initiatives. All we can 
say at the moment 1s that one of these concerned 
intermediaries has secured—and this has been commu- 
nicated to us—the agreement of both sides on the 
requisite technicalities to start negctiations al a give) 
venue. Taking this development into account, and in the 
context of other supportive initiatives, it can be reason- 
ably predicted that peace talks—at least the first phase— 
will si..rt within the next month or two. 


[ADULIS] The EPLF delegation has been touring a 
number of countries in the last two months. What 1s the 
outcome, are there any significant breakthroughs” 


[Afewerki] The principal objective of the tour was to 
solicit support for the peace effort. In this we are 
satisfied; we have observed that there is a wide aware- 
ness and interest to bring about peace. And this encour- 
aging interest will obviously have a positive bearing on 
the outcome of future negotiations. 


Kenya 


Moi on Highway Carnage, Drugs, Agriculture 


F.42809132789 Nairoln Domestic Service in Enelish 
1600 GMT 27 Sep &9 


[Excerpts] H.E. President Daniel arap Moi today 
directed the commissioner of police to attach senior 
police officers who are free of corruption to supervise the 
issuing of driving licenses in the country. President Mor 


noted that there should be a semor superimtendent of 


police and three other officers to man driving test centres 
to ensure that licences are not issued through bribery. 
[passage omitted] President Moi was addressing the 
nation when he officially opened this year's Nairobi 
international show. [passage omitted] 


On drugs. President Moi called on police to be rvore 
vigilan’ and stamp out drug peddling in city streets and 
leisure places. He cited Latema Road and Carnivore 
Restaurant as some of the places where drug peddling 
was rife. President Mea cautioned owners of hotels and 
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other businesses to ensure that their premises were not 
used tor drug neddling. otherwise they would lose their 
hoenses 


Concerning dissidents in foreign countnes, President 
Mor said they were engaging in loose talk because they 
were not of sound mind. He said 1 was a shame that such 
people did not know the meaning of independence since 
they have abused their motherland. The president said 
Kenya has achieved greater heights of development in 
Various sectors duc to the prevailing peace and unity in 
the country. [passage omitted] 


On agriculture, President Moi said that the importation 
and exportation of essential commodities such as sugar 
must be based strictly on accurate market research. 
Saying that this should apply to other crops such as 
wheat and cotton, the president reiterated that the prob- 
lems faced in the marketing of these products must be 
corrected. President Mor particularly pointed out that 
the needs of wananchi [citizens] must be catered for 
betore exports are made. Noting that agriculture con- 
tinues to play a .najor role in the country’s economy, the 
president also sand that the sector 1s expected to con- 
tribute im sustaming the increasing population in food 
supply. He said in order to be self-sufficient in food, the 
government will create various incentives to motivate 
farmers to increase crop and animal production. 


On public institutions, President Moi pointed out that 
the managers have the responsibility of ensuring that 
public funds were used to obtain maximum returns. He 
said the government will continue to take corrective 
measures to improve the management of these institu- 
tions and discourage misappropriation of taxpayers 
moneys. [passuge omitted] 


Concerning the dairy and beef industry, President Moi 
noted that duc to increased prices of inputs and scarcity 
of raw materials, livestock farmers have experienced an 
acute shortage of animal feeds made from cereals. Pres- 
ident Mor called on more private companies to venture 
into animal feed production in order to make the 
country self-sufficient in these products. [passage 
omitted! 


* Smuggling Over ganda Border Increases 
34000708 Natron SUNDAY NATION 
im Enelish 23 Jul 89 pil 


{Article by Moses Radoli: “Smuggling Is Just Like 
Child's Play in Busia™] 


[Text] Extremely active children wage a cut-throat battle 
to dodge the hawk-eyed border security police. Their 
shirts are bursting with precious booty from the Kenyan 
shops which must be smuggled to the Ugandan side 
through a maze of alleys in Busia’s famous Sofia and 
Marachi border estates. 


The children smugglers. popularly known as Watoto wa 
Route, are mostly aged between cight and 17 years. In 
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spite of the border security and Kanu youths’ efforts to 
stem their daily activities, in groups of five and above. 
they carefully monitor the security men’s moods and bolt 
across at break-neck speeds at the risk of bumping unto 
the butts and muzzies of the armed policemen 


Alleys 


The “Route Children”, who instinctively avoid the 
fenced customs and immigrations contro! point. have 
found a haven in the sprawling Marachi and Sofia slum 
estates’ uncountable alleys, which have now been irons 
cally named “Panya Routes” (Panya is Kiswhaih for rat) 
as a result of the illegal business transactions that goes on 
through them. 


The estates, once almost being demolished to create a 
buffer zone, look as if they were customs-made to 
facilitate the smuggling of the highly priced goods to 
Uganda. As one senior police officer attached to the 
Busia police station says, “the teeming estates are a 
smuggler’s highway to Uganda and a thorn in the flesh of 
security officers here”. 


The officer said his constables faced a rough time every 
day trying to stem the flood of the child smugglers that 
riggle through the numerous “Panya Routes” in the 
estates. “Because the crafty boys and girls come in such 
large numbers at ago. my officers and Kanu youths 
manning the points cannot arrest many before they are 
all across. Others simply drop their ttems when they are 
cornered and flee across the border.” he said. 


He said usually there are several police officers and Kanu 
youths manning every “panya™ exit point, but the chil- 
dren normally split into two or more groups when they 
want to cross. As they approach the crossing one group 
surges forward very fast, and as the officers charge to 
head them off, another group from behind tries to escape 
through the unmanned position, and as the policemen 
swing beck, ihe first group which is now pretending to 
retreat, bolts across the border with their goods safely 
tacked in their bulging backs. 


The “Route Children.” who descend upon the Kenya” 
shops in large. noisy crowds, smother the shopkeepers’ 
covaters as carly as 9 a.m., buying commodities like 
Sugar. soap, Cooking fats, bread, biscuits, salt...the list is 
endless, but it all depends on what is in highest demand 
on Uganda's hungry market. Once bought, the items are 
systematically stuffed in the backs of the children’s 
oversize shirts and blouses, to begin the long and cut- 
throat race. 


The senor police officer said that the children are sent 
by Ugandan shopkeepers to buy the commodities on the 
Kenyan side. In return, the “Route Children” are paid a 
commission on every commodity delivered. 


He said: “The commission rate depends on the type of 
commodity delivered. For instance a bottle of soda 
ranges between 40 and 60 cents, whiie a one kilogramme 
tin of cooking fat, ranges between Sh2 ; yd $42.50. Every 
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trader has his/her team of trusted “Route Children’, witn 
a team leader who carnes the mones to buy the goods, 
distributes them amongst his lot. and leads then: across 
once again.” 


He sand that rn some cases. the traders have been known 
to walk into Kenya. go to a shop, buy the items and leave 
them tor the children to carry 


“However. they do this in collaboration with some 
rackeicering Kenyans but we discove- them im most 
cases and arrest them. That 1s why cases of people 
charged with being unlawtully in Kenya are common in 
courts here. Mind you. it 1s not casy to know that a 
person calmly walking in Kenya vs a foreigner and to 
prove that he 1s involved in the racket 1s another 
matter. he san 


The outgoing Busia District Comparssioner [DC], Mr 
Simon Chacha. said on the eve of hrs departure that 
smuggling by adults had been wiped out over the years 
and the field had been lett to the “Route Children”. The 
new DC. Mr Barrack Aduwo. has vowed to wipe this out. 


Like Mr Chacha. Mr Aduwo says he realises that the 
children, nick-named active traders, cannot be under- 
estimated because they cause perpetual shortages and price 
increases. This 1s particularly true for sugar, wheat flour, 
cooking fats and bread which. he warns, “any trader found 
charging above the Government prices will be arrested and 
his trading licence permancatly withdrawn” 


Intensified 


He said the price of sugar has been rarsed from Sh8.40 to 
Sh15, and that of a “kg packet of wheat flour from Sh17 
to Sh35. 


Mr Aduwo has ordered an intensified anti-smuggling 
campaign along the border, saying the government was 
losing millhhons of shillings dailay in foreign exchange 
through the smuggling activities by the children. 


Recently, a trader whe flouted the DC's ban on seiling 
goods to the “active traders” bolted into the bush in 
Karibuni Estate near Marachi Estate when the anir- 
smuggling security team pounced on Sim. As their lorry 
and two Land-Rovers screeched to a halt, the “Route 
Children” and the shop owner scattered in all directions 
leaving behind a cloud of dust and flying merchandise. 
The security officers confiscated everything that was in 
the shop, and also took away the licences. The man later 
surrendered to the police who took him to court. 


The Busia District Kanu boss, Mr Moody Awor, vowing 
to wipe out the illegal trade, says that the “Route 
Children” siphon a lot of commodities meant for the 
local residents, heaving them only with inflated prices. 


He said: “In view of this, Kanu 1s closely monitoring and 
inves(igating the traders involved in the rackets with the 
aim <f taking action against them. Since the party 
belongs to wananchi. it has to take a firm stand in 
protecting their mterests.” 
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Mr Awori, who ts an Assistant Minister for Tourssm and 
Wildlife, says this 1s the wake of a curious incident in one 
of Busia town’s estates, Mauko, where an angry house- 
wife fought an elderly male shopkeeper after her |2- 
year-old son whom she had sent to buy sugar. bread and 
Blue Band for breakfast went back home with less change 
than expected. 


The woman had sent the son with a SO shilling note and 
her anger was raised to the peak when the boy brought 
back only Shi 3.80 balance after buvinre a kilo of sugar at 
Shi5, bread at ShS.50 and a * Blue Band at 
Sh1 5.70. 


She picked up the items, gra i th. Sov'’s hand and 
marched back to the shop. The shopkeeper told 
her the prices had gone up due to therr scarcity. Ja a fit 
of anger, the woman smashed the items into the man’s 
face, the packet of sugar bursting on his forehead 


As the sugar particles blinded the man, she descended on 
him with blows and kicks and he howled in pain for help. 
The pandemonium attracted a huge crowd of on-lookers 
who, instead of helping. stole some of the goods dis- 
playing in the counter. 


When the police came to the scene, the crowd shovted at 
them to arrest the shopkeeper for beating up an innocent 
woman after stealing her money. At the same time, the 
“Route Children” looted the old man’s shop and disap- 
peared into Marachi Estates. 


According to the Busia District Children’s Officer, Mrs 
Osolika, the “Route Children” are mostly from Uganda. 
She says they became delinquent following the political 
turmoil in the country, which has left a lo of them 
without parents. 


* Country's Relations With Switzerland Improve 


34000704h Nairoli KENY | TIMES 
in English | Aug 89 p 19 


[Article: “Switzerland and Kenya: Expanding Relations’’} 


[Text] Geographical situation: Switzecland ts situated 
between the 45th and the 48th degree of latitude and the 
Sth and 1! meridian of longitude. Switzerland borders 
on the following countries; Federal Republic of Ger- 
many 346 km, France $72 km, Italy 734 km, Austria 145 
km and Liechtenstein 41 km. 


, 


Of the total area of the couniry of 41,293 km*, 30.715 
km? are productive (11.685 km’ meadows and arable 
land, orchards and vineyards, 8.510 km° pastures and 
0,530 km? forests). 


The highest elevation is the Dufour Peak of the Monte 
Rosa, 4.634m above sea level, the lowest point 1s the 
shore of the Lago Maggiore. 193m above sea level 
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The largest agglomerations are (population 1957): 
Zurich 842.447. Geneva 386.867. Basle 362.109. Berne 
300,316, Lausanne 264,003, Lucerne 161.559. St Gallen. 
126.190 


Population 


Resident Population 1988. 6.668.500 including 16.4 
percent foreigners. Change 1980-1988 + 4.8 percent 


Age groups: ( to 19 years, 24 percent, 20-64 years. 61 
percent, 65 years and over. 15 percent. Languages: 
German 65 percent, French 18 percent. Halian !0 per- 
cent, Romansch | percent, others 6 percent. Religions: 
Roman Catholic 48 percent, Protestant 44° perceni. 
others 8 percent. 


Switzerland and Kenya, two fnendly countries, have an 
important deal in common. Switzerland's political basis 
remains its neutrality. Kenya continues to be in non- 
alignment. Some affinity binds the two philosophies and 
the two countries. Hence. Switzerland shares under- 
Standing of the foreign policy followed by Kenya. and in 
particular nts vocation of good offices in Afmica, practice 
in which Swotzverlang, as everyone knows, 1s very 
involved worldwide. 


At all meetings of the Non-Aligned Countries, Switzer- 
land participates with a “guest status”. Thus. these 
assembhes become most welcome forum tor Switzerland 
to maintain regular contact and exchange views with the 
iepresentatives of developing countries, among them the 
Kenyan delegates. Based on these common ideals and 
policies, Kenyan-Swiss co-operation has grown substan- 
tially since Kenyan independence. 


Nairoti 1s a mayor conference centre, like Geneva. As UN 
headquarters for Europe, Geneva houses the UN special 
agencies as such ILO [International Labor Organization]. 
WHO [World Health Organization), GATT [General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade}, ITU [International 
Telecommunication Union}, IMO [International Mari- 
time Organization], WIPO [World Intellectual Property 
Organization] and, among other global bodies, as well as 
the imternationa! commitice for Red Cross, the Hign 
Commission for Refugees and the UNCTA) [United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development], to which 
Kenyan delegations proceed. Similarly, Nairobi houses the 
UN Environment Programme. UN Centre for Human 
Settlements (Habitat), and other organisations (ICIPE 
[International Center of Insect Physiology and Ecology}, 
ILRAD [International Laboratory tor Research on Animal 
Diseases}, ICRAF [International Council for Research in 
Agroforesiry]) 1a which Switzerland maintain its active 
interest and participation. 


Trade: Flowers for Watches 


Flowers from Kenya and watches from Switzerland are 
two typical products that flash across the mind when 
talking ebout Kenyan-Swiss trade. But it 1s much more 
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than these two items. True, Kena sold flowers worth Sh 
19 million to Switzerland and imported Swiss watches 
worth 8.5 million in 1988. 


However, the main Kenyan export to Switzerland 
remains coffee, which earned 212 million. Other exports, 
certainly less important, consisted of fresh vegetables 
and tropical fruits. Swiss products purchased by Kenya 
made up a varied package consisting essentially of chem- 
icals and pharmaceuticals, machinery and electrical and 
electronic apparatus. 


Topping all Swiss products were medicines which were 
valued at Sh 84.5 million in 1988. Synthetic dyes for 
Kenya’s textile industry purchased for Sh 46.5 million 
and pesticides worth Sh 55 million came to Kenya. Next 
comes the high quality Swiss machinery required for 
Kenya’s industrial progress, mainly in the textile 
industry. 


All these Swiss exports to Kenya totalled Sh 545 million 
in 1988, whereas Kenyan exports to Switzerland totalled 
Sh 276 million. Although traditionally the balance of 
trade was almost equal until 1986—a rare situation 
beiween the two countries, especially for Switzerland 
whose deficits with its main partners of the industrial- 
ised world are generally compensated by surplus with 
developing countries—it has been substantially in favour 
of Switzerland during the last two years. Nevertheless, 
adding the important Kenyan earnings from Swiss tuur- 
ists to the overall economic relations between the two 
countries, the balance tilts very much to the equilibrium. 


Tourism: Alps and Safari 


The Alpine Mountains and pristine lakes of Switzerland 
contrast with the plains, wildlife and golden beaches of 
Kenya. And both are top tourist attractions for the 
world. Kenya remains the favourite holiday destination 
of the Swiss for more than 40,000 Swiss holiday-makers 
in Kenya. If the total Swiss population of six million and 
a half is considered, then Switzerland tops all countries 
in the number of tourists sent to Kenya as a percentage 
of the total population. 


The two Swiss transporters of tourists to Kenya, Swissair 
and Balair, as well as Kenya Airways, are aiming to 
increase the volume significantly in the years ahead, and 
the Swiss tour operators will attract even more Swiss 
tourists to East Africa. It is estimated that the average 
Swiss tourist spends Sh 15,000 in hard currency during 
his stay in Kenya, on accommodation and other 
expenses. This means that the total revenue generated by 
Swiss tourists brought to Kenya in 1988 amounted to 
approximately US $26 million. For Switzerland too, 
tourism is a major factor in the economy. During the 
peak season it employs about 300,000 people. The gross 
income from tourism is almost | 5 billion francs or about 
seven percent of the Swiss Gross National Product. 


EAST AFRICA 9 


Swiss Ail 


Switzerland has provided financial and technical inputs to 
boost Kenyan development since 1970 when the main 
bilateral agreement between the two friendly partner states 
was formally signed. Under this agreement, more than Sh 
| billion has been granted to Kenya both for bilateral and 
regional aid during the last 10 years. Considering the total 
amount of bilateral aid granted by Swiss to all African 
countries, Kenya ranks quite reasonably. 


The aidflow totals presently up to about Sh 100 million 
every year. In addition to this, the Swiss government and 
a group of Swiss banks granted in 1981 a mixed credit 
(soft loan) of Sfr 20 mios to the Industrial Development 
Bank in an endeavour to contribute to the strengthening 
of the industrial development of Kenya. The main 
sectors which have been benefiting until now from this 
assistance have been the textile industry and the distri- 
bution of electric energy. 


* Increase in Cargo Handling Noted 


34000704¢c Nairobi KENYA TIMES 
in English 11 Aug 89 p 17 


[Article by Kenneth Mwema: “Record Cargo Handled 
by Mombasa Port’’} 


{Text} Cargo handled at the port of Mombasa during the 
first five months this year show a marked increase in 
cargo handled during the same period last year. 


Statistics released by the post indicate that performance 
at the port was 40 percent higher than its main compet- 
itor—the port of Dar es Salaam during the same period. 


According to the figures, a total of 3,452,140 tonnes were 
handled between January and May compared to 
3.023.950 tonnes over the same period last year. 


This represents an increase of 428,190 tonnes with a 
clear indication that this year’s tonnage handled is likely 
to exceed the 6,671,943 tonnes handled last year. 


For last year, the Dar es Salaam port handled about five 
million tonnes. 


Cargo handled during the first five months of this year at 
Mombasa port indicate that | 234,123 tonnes was of dry 
general cargo, 463,199 tonnes of dry bulk cargo, 
1,723,783 tonnes of bulk liquids and 31,035 tonnes of 
transhipment cargo. 


Transhipment cargo handled between January and May 
has also exceeded that of the corresponding period last 
year and has proved to be the highest during the corre- 
sponding periods over the last four years. 


Despite complaints raised by some sectors in the mari- 
time industry over the recently increased tariffs, the 
decline of transhipment cargo has been minimal. Ship- 
pers find Mombasa port to be more efficient due to 
improved turnaround times. 
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At the same time, shippers in Kenya would be willing to 
ship their cargo through Mombasa under the new tariffs, 
instead of using Dar es Salaam which has also increased 
its tariffs, while at the same time paying for transport 
costs which brings the cost to a higher level. 


Figures released by the port show that in 1985, tranship- 
ment cargo handled for the first six months amounted to 
14,109 tonnes increasing by 15,781 tonnes in the corre- 
sponding period in 1986. 


During the first half of 1987 transhipment traffic Lan- 
dled was 11,810 and last year 11.872 tonnes were han- 
dled over the same period. 


Statistics for this year indicate that 31.033 tonnes of 
transhipment cargo were handled at the port reflecting 
an increase of 19,163 tonnes over tonnage handled 
during the first half of 1988. 


This increase is an indicator that this year’s transhipment 
cargo will record a major increase in the history of the port 
thus surpassing the ha: dled during the whole of 1988. 


The Kenya Ports Authority, which manages the port is 
adopting a deliberate policy of attracting more tranship- 
ment cargo in order to take advantage of its geographical 
location. 


According to the port statistics, more container vessels 
have been calling at the port with increased traffic as the 
maritime world industry shiits towards containerisation. 


Over the last two years, the authority has embarked on 
an aggressive campaign to refurbish its equipment and 
facilities to attain higher cargo handling rates. 


Somalia 


Rebel Leader Interviewed on Conflict With Kenya 


FA0212451089 (Clandestine) Radio of the Somali 
National Movement in Somali 1500 GMT 01 Oct 89 


[Interview with Mohamed Silanyo, chairman of the 
Somali National Movement by unidentified reporter— 
date and place not given] 


[Excerpts] [Report] Recently you and some other leaders 
toured some of the Somali National Movement [SNM] 
Army bases and related areas. Tell us briefly about the 
aim of your visit and the results you achieved. 


[Silanyo] The aim of our visit was to see the condition of 
the fighters at the war front and related areas in the 
liberated areas, to see what we can do for them and the 
general conditions. We passed through areas which shall 
not be named here. It was a very useful trip. We met 
forces with very high morale, forces that are ready to 
fight to the end, forces with strong convictions, aware- 
ness, and state of mind, with a high level of training. 
[passage omitted] 
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[Reporter] Recently SNM fighters carried out operations 
inside Hargeysa which weakened the enemy. As usual we 
have heard reports that the small number of people in 
Hargeysa were mistreated by being imprisoned on a 
tribal basis. Afterwards many of them were killed. What 
do you have to say about this? 


{Silanyo] As you said, this report is true. While we were 
passing through we heard about this report [words indis- 
tinct]. SNM fighters constantly enter and carry out 
operations in Hrgeysa. The brutal regime is not able to 
confront SNM fighters. [passage omitted] 


[Reporter] Toward the end of last month, September 19 
{date as heard] the poacher forces of the Mogadishu 
regime attacked Kenya and later gave the excuse that its 
forces were pursuing poachers of Kenyan wildlife who 
were bent on creating conflict between the two countries. 
It was also said that they were searching for bandits. The 
international mass media widely covered this matter. 
The Kenyan Government blamed this aggression on the 
fascist regime of Mogadishu. Even though the Kenyan 
Government took a clear position on this matter at first, 
some time later we heard that the two sides had 
approved a joint report [word indistinct] with some 
doubt on the true position of Moi. What do you have to 
say about this? 


[Silanyo] I see it as unfortunate matter. It is well known, 
and foreign correspondents have reported and com- 
mented on the large-scale struggle going on in southern 
Somalia, bordering on Kenya. [passage omitted] The 
Kenyan Government first did well [words indistinct] and 
they complained about the so-called Somali Govern- 
ment. The world reported on this widely. Whatever has 
happened, it is truly unfortunate that the refugees who 
fled from suppression and entered Kenya for safety have 
been returned by the Kenyan Government. 


We call on the Kenyan Government to maintain its 
position and to grant the people fleeing for their lives 
political asylum. It should also inform the United 
Nations and the world of the situation so that assistance 
can be provided to the refugees. They should not be sent 
back to the enemy. The situation would be similarly 
unfortunate in the north if the Ethiopian Government 
sent back the hundreds of refugees [words indistinct] in 
the spirit of African brotherhood, in the spirit of neigh- 
borliness, for the sake of the future and fraternity of the 
two peoples [words indistinct]. We pray to God and hope 
that the Kenyan Government will see truth and not 
return the oppressed and suppressed nation to the hyena. 
[Words indistinct] humanely its responsibility in inter- 
national charters. 


[Reporter] Addurahman Jama Barre, the so-called for- 
eign minister of the fascist regime, has lately been away 
at the United Nations General Assembly. He has been 
appealing for help for the refugees in Somalia. As we 
know the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
[UNHCR] has stopped assistance to them. How do you 
see this matter? 
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[Silanyo] [Words indistinct] the refugees in Somalia. His 
forces were refugees and it was a running tap for him. 
Then this matter was spoiled. He armed them and made 
them kill people and used them against opposition 
movements, including the SNM. [passage omitted] 


[Reporter] Mr Chairman, the SNM and the International 
Red Cross recently reached an agreement on assistance 
to Somalis wounded in the fighting. The fascist regime in 
Mogadishu also accepted this. Would you elaborate? 


[Silanyo] [Passage omitted] In the past we criticized the 
International Red Cross for violating its own regulations 
on impartiality by attending to enemy wounded when 
our wounded fighters did not receive any attention. The 
International Red Cross claimed they could not reach us. 
Finally we reached agreement with the organization to 
supply us with medicine. The SNM will respect the 
international norms regarding the activities of the Red 
Cross. [Reporter] Recently a report was handed over to 
the U.S. State Department in which the SNM was 
accused of violating human rights, even though to a 
lesser degree than the fascist regime. What is the truth? 


[Silanyo] There is no truth in that report whatsoever. 
{Words indistinct] most of their reports are true. Occa- 
sionally they get their facts wrong probably because of 
their inability to get into the war zone. The SNM 
Constitution and code of conduct does not allow the 
molestation of innocent people. The SNM gives safe 
passage to fleeing people. It also welcomes those who 
wish to join it, as is the case vu: Colonel ‘Umar Ahmad 
Jays and his troops who have joined us in the SNM. 
What outsiders do not understand is that Afweyneh 
Si‘ad has divided the Somalis into clans. He therefore 
arms and sets one clan against another. This results in 
fighting between clans. The SNM has nothing to do with 
this. This is why the SNM calls for the unity of the people 
against the regime. [passage omitted] 


Kenya’s Treatment of Refugees Criticized 


EA2909154989 (Clandestine) Radio of the Somali 
National Movement in Somali 1500 GMT 28 Sep 89 


[Excerpts] As we are all aware, the fascist regime of Siad 
Barre has sent Defense Minister Hussein Abirahman to 
Kenya in an attempt to stifle the nationalist uprising 
currently going in southern regions of the country. The 
Mogadishu regime has already sent tribal delegation to 
the southern regions in an attempt to defuse the uprising 
but this failed dismally. Therefore, in the aftermath of 
the failed mission, dictator Siad decided to send a 
similar delegation to Kenya. The task of this mission was 
to obtain from Kenya's military chief, who is also of the 
same ethnic group, support for the dictator's objectives, 
which include the fall from power of the Kenyan political 
leadership. Kenya’s president was not afraid to disclose 
the true state of affairs in Somalia at the moment. He 
said that he did not know who was ruling Somalia. He 
added that Somalia had broken up into fragments. 
[passage omitted] 
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According to informed sources in Kenya, for unex- 
plained reasons, refugees who fled to Kenya from strife- 
torn Somalia cannot be reached by the UN High Com- 
missioner for Refugees. As a result some have been 
forced to return to Somalia while others find themselves 
unable to pass on information to their relatives in other 
parts of Kenya. The Kenyan president is a man who has 
high respect for human rights. However, it has been 
reliably learned that some Somali youths who fled to 
Kenya and asked for political asylum have been returned 
to Somalia against their wishes. They now face torture 
and death. What. we ask ourselves. is, what have these 
poor souls done to deserve such treatment? 


Similar incidents have occurred in Egypt where Somalis 
have been forcibly repatriated to Somalia. Their fate is 
still a mystery. No one knows what became of them. The 
Djibouti Government is infamous for being one of the 
leading perpetrators of such inhuman acts against inno- 
cent civilians fleeing death and destruction in their 
country. Therefore, it is vital for the Kenyan Govern- 
ment to give extremely careful consideration to such 
cases and to avoid hasty decisions as regards refugees, 
since Kenya is now fully informed about what is hap- 
pening in Somalia. [passage omitted] 


Rebels Attack Government Positions in Hargeysa 


E.43009072689 (Clandestine) Radio of the Somali 
National Movement in Somali 1500 GMT 29 Sep 8° 


[Text] The demoralized soldiers of Siad Barre’s regime 
based in Hargeysa have been attacked by the justice- 
seeking Somali National Movement [SNM] fighters in 
Hawlwadaag District of Hargeysa. The enemy was dealt 
a heavy blow by our gallant fighters. The enemy suffered 
losses in men and material. Casualties on the SNM side 
were light. 


Another attack was carried out by our gallant fighters 
against enemy positions in Haigeysa during the week. 
Fierce fighting raged before ihe enemy soldiers retreated 
under cover of darkness. Many demoralized soldiers 
were mowed down by our boys’ fire as they fled. One 
SNM fighters was killed and six others were wounded. 
On [words indistinct] our boys ambushed an enemy 
convoy killing nine soldiers, including the commander of 
the unit. SNM fighters suffered no losses during this 
operation. 


Tanzania 


President Receives Chinese Military Delegation 


EA3009184589 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 1300 GMT 30 Sep 89 


[Text] Dar es Salaam—President Ali Hassan Mwinyi has 
said that the fraternal and friendly relations between 
China and Tanzania, which were initiated by the leaders 
of the two countries over 20 years ago, are permanent. 
The president said this when he received a delegation 
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from the Chinese Liberation Army, headed by Licu- 
tenant General (Hu Kwanyu). which went to see him at 
State House, Dar es Salaam. 


President Mwinyi said that Tanzanians regard their 
relations with the people of China as something unique. 
which promotes progress, equality. and mutual respect 
among nations. For his part, the leader of the delegation 
assured President Mwinyi that the people of China 
would continue the policy of mutual assistance with 
Tanzanians, describing this as one of the fundamental 
principles of Chinese policy toward developing coun- 
tries. The Chinese delegation briefed the president on 
economic and political developments in China. 


The delegation, which arrived on 26 September for a 
friendly visit, is expected to leave tomorrow. 


Uganda 


National Resistence Movement Seeks Extension 


EA0310205989 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1900 GMT 3 Oct 89 


[Text] The government has introduced a bill in the 
National Resistance Council, NRC, seeking the Coun- 
cil’s approval to extend the interim period of the NRM 
[National Resistance Movement] administration and 
NRC by 5 years, from the 26th January next year, but 
RC’s below the NRC will continue to be governed by the 
present law as amended from time to time. and the 
process of democratization will continue. The present 
period of the government is due to expire on 24th 
January 1990. The motion amending the law governing 
the interim period of the NRM Government. was moved 
by the first deputy prime minister, Mr Eriya Kategaya, 
and seconded by an original member of the NRC, Mr Ali 
Kirunda Kivejinja. 


In a Six-page statement to the house, the minister of 
justice and attorney general, Dr George Kanyeihamba, 
gave four major reasons for extending the interim of the 
NRM Administration. 


First, (he said) the experts have estimated that the time 
needed to complete all the stages of drafting the consti- 
tution will not be less or more than 5 years. The 
constitutional commission has just started its work. It 1s 
given 2 years in which it is expected to complete the 
exercise and report its findings. These findings are then 
to be debated, adopted, or modified by the constituent 
assembly, which is to be composed by, among others, the 
NRC and the NRA [National Resistance Army] Council. 
After the constituent assembly had debated and adopted 
the constitution, this will be submitted by the drafting 
committee, which may be the constitutional commission 
itself, or as may be resolved by the constituent assembly. 
The draft constitution will return to the constituent 
assembly for promulgation. 


If the new order to follow the NRM interim administra- 
tion is to be as specified by the new constitution, a 
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number of other tasks need to be done. For instance, thee 
will be the period of demarcating constituencies and 
registering voters described by the new constitution. 
There will be a need for an electoral commission to be 
designed, ordering the safe-keeping mechanism of the 
ballot boxes if any, and then the actual organization of 
the elections. All this 1s estimated to take a period of not 
less than 5 years. Thus there can be no doubt that the 
process of formulating a new constitution for Uganda 
will continue beyond the date of expiry that the present 
term of office of the NRM Administration—that 1s. 26th 
January 1990. 


The second reason is the interruption of political and 
economic programs by rebel activities. The statement 
said. when the NRM came into power there was no 
contemplation that a war with rebe!s would go on for the 
kind of period we have witnessed. The conflicts, he said, 
interrupted the NRM Government political and eco- 
nomic program. As a consequence. Uganda lacks the 
necessary supporting institutions to achieve normalcy. 
Without law and order established, the minister said, the 
rule of law and social order, it is not possible for the 
country to embark effectively on (?true) democratization 
for prosperity and economic development. 


Whereas the country can be proud of the speed and 
imagination with which it has been able to create an 
efficient, mobile. and effective army. he said. the same 
cannot be said of the other institutions of state machine 
aparatus. namely: the judiciary. the police, and the civil 
service. In fact, in each of these cases. the statement goes 
on, the estimates of the periods for to establish reason- 
able services have ranged from 4 to 6 years. 


The rehabilitation of our services, Dr Kanyeihamba 
said, thus involves, not only the physical numbers of 
personnel, but also their moral strength. We require 
infrastructures, equipment, and resources. We. there- 
fore, he said. lack the essential political machinery and 
the logistics for the evolution of a democratic and a 
permanent stable government. 


The third reason is the interruption of the rehabilitation 
and reconstruction program, in respect of the national 
physical infrastructure remaining incomplete. [sentence as 
heard] Dr Kanyeihamba said, road, air services, railways, 
and institutional buildings have not kept pace with the 
timetable the NRM Government set itself in January 
1986. He said that because of the internal conflicts and 
some external hostile (uncooperation) at times, funds had 
to be diverted and programs slowed down. occasionally to 
a halt. So the need for continuation. 


The minister said in order to provide a sound base of 
national unity, national stability within which the goal of 
the government can be accomplished, continuity of 
broad-based national government beyond the year 1990 
is not only desirable. but essential. The minister 
reminded the house of the main objectives of the interim 
period. These include the achievement of reasonable 
rehabilitation of infrastructure and economy as a whole. 


FBIS-AFR-89-191 
4 October 1989 


and to lay a firm foundation and groundwork for secu- 
rity, political stability, and orderly succession (°of) polit- 
ical authority. 


For a number of unforeseen situations, however, he said 
these successes are only partial achievements of the main 
objectives of the interim period because of unforeseen 
situations. [sentence as heard] These include the war in 
the north and northeast, which made it difficult to have 
democratic representation in these areas or political 
developments that were envisaged. We had also external 
threats and non-cooperation on the part of some coun- 
tries. which led to the diversion of efforts and resources 
that resulted in direct interference in the recovery plan. 


Earlier he had addressed the house on the events which 
have been taking place, leading to the introduction of the 
bill. He disclosed that from 21st September 1989, at a 
meeting of the NRC sitting as the supreme organ of the 
government, the Council exhaustively reviewed the work 
and term of office of the NRM interim administration 
since it assumed the responsibility of government. 


The review followed a communication from the presi- 
dent who chaired a special meeting of the NRC. The 
president and the National Executive Committee, NEC, 
had earlier met to discuss the impending end of the 
interim adminisiration. The NEC decided that the NRC 
and government should offer guidance to the population 
on what will happen after the 26th January 1990. 


The NRC debated and discussed a balance sheet analysis 
of the performance of the NRM interim administration 
[word indistinct]. After debates and discussion, the NRC 
passed a resolution asking the cabinet to put into motion 
expeditiously the machinery for extending the term of 
office of the NRM interim administration beyond the 
day it was due to expire, namely, 26th January 1990. 


Details of the bill can be heard in today’s NRC. (?They 
will) be presented immediately after the (?news). 


Museveni Says Church, State Work Together 


FA0210210089 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1400 GMT 2 Oct 8&9 


[Excerpt] President Yoweri Museveni has assured the 
people of Lira District of the NRM’s [National Resis- 
tance Movement] commitment to the eradication of bad 
elements and fostering peace in the area. Speaking at the 
consecration of the new bishop of Lira Diocese, the 
Right Rev John Joseph Onyanga. Mr Museveni noted 
that the people of Lira District have suffered a lot during 
the past years, ranging from Amin’s dictatorial rule up to 
the recent times when Lakwena waged a war against the 
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NRM Government. He said the NRM Government will 
do everything possible to stop old evils of cattle rustling 
in the district. 


On the relationship between the state and the church, 
president said that the two bodies are working together 
as one, especially in the moral rehabilitation of the 
people. He observed that in the past some regimes used 
the church as a tool, but the NRM Government is not 
and will not ¢o 't. [passage omitted] 


President Museveni Urges End to Complacency 


£.43009184989 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 30 Sep 89 


[Excerpts] President Yoweri Museveni has said the main 
mission of the NRM [National Resistance Movement] is to 
make the people aware of the terrible state of backward- 
ness in which Uganda, in particular, and Africa, in general, 
are living today. He told Mubende District Development 
Committee yesterday that the main reason why Africa is 
backward is because it lacks technology and managerial 
know-how and called on all Ugandans to stop being 
complacent and thinking that they are all right. 


The president pointed out that because of this lack of 
technological and managerial know-how, we are not able 
to use our abundant natural resources to solve our 
numerous problems and have to call in people from 
outside who come in not only with their knowledge but 
also with their machines to solve our problems for us. 
This, he said, is the real crisis which the NRM insists 
must be addressed. [passage omitted] 


Earlier, the president addressed a public rally in 
Mubende [own. He touched on the problem of AIDS 
and told the young people to have their blood tested 
before getting married. He also appealed to them to 
avoid getting married before the age of 18 years since 
there is every indication that this 1s dangerous to the 
health of every young mother. [passage omitted] 


Somalis Barred: False Passports Found 


F.40210115489 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 1900 GMT 30 Sep 89 


[Text] Kampala—Uganda has declined to issue entry 
permits to Somali nationals following the discovery of 
the theft of Ugandan passports recently. A Ugandan 
official told newsmen that his government has directed 
its officers at the border not to allow Somali citizens to 
enter Uganda until further notice. 


The Uganda Government last Wednesday turned back 
10 Somalis who tried to enter the country from Kenya. 
They were holding forged Ugandan passports. A 
Ugandan newspaper. THE NEW VISION, said iast week 
that 29 Somalis were arrested at Gatwick Airport in 
London after arriving there with fake Uganda passports. 
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Military, Other Accords Signed With Ghana 


EA2909205489 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1000 GMT 29 Sep 89 


[Excerpt] Uganda and Ghana have signed three joint 
aggreements based on extending and promoting the 
existing relationship between the two countries. The 
occasion took place in Kampala at the end of a 2-day 
Uganda-Ghana permanent joint commission meeting 
which ended in Kampala yesterday. The agreements 
included military cooperation, trade and commerce, and 
a major agreement in the field of culture and scientific 
cooperation. 


The minister of state for foreign and regional affairs, Mr 
Daniel Omara Atubo, signed on behalf of the Uganda 
Government, while Dr Mohamed Ibn Chambas, the deputy 
minister of foreign affairs of Ghana and leader of the 
delegation, signed on behalf of his country. [passage 
omitted] 
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NEW VISION To Launch Vernacular Paper 


EA0110193189 Kampala Domestic Service in English 


[Text] As a fulfillment of its pledge to the public to 
spread information and literacy in rural areas. The NEW 
VISION will launch its first vernacular newspaper on 
Friday, 6th October 1989. 


The weekly newspaper will be in Runyankole and Rukiga., 
and will be called ORUMULI—THE TORCH. It will be 
launched by the minister of information and broadcasting, 
Mr Kintu Musoke, who will also open the NEW VISION 
bureau office on [words indistinct], (Babanuka) Drive. The 
launching of the paper will be preceded by the seminar of 
RC [Resistance Committees] 3 secretaries for information, 
Mbarara, Bushenyi, Rukungiri, and Kabale Districts on 
Thursday at Mbarara Catholic social center. the seminar 
will be addressed by officials from the NRM [National 
Resistance Movement] secretariat, the minister of infor- 
mation, and the NEW VISION. 
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Commentary Notes ‘Positive’ Bush Report on Nation 


MB0310171789 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1550 GMT 3 Oct 89 


{Station commentary: “President Bush and Sanctions 
and South Africa”’] 


[Text] The opposition Labor Party in Britain has 
adopted an official policy of standing for comprehen- 
sive, mandatory sanctions against South Africa. This 
negative and destructive approach is to be found as well 
among the more radical members of the Democratic 
Party in the United States Congress. 


This contrasts with the generally more favorable and 
positive international perceptions of South Africa that 
have fol’~wed recent developments inside the country. 


Reflecting these more positive perceptions is the report 
by President George Bush of the United States in which 
he acknowledges the steps that have been taken by the 
South African Government to effect peaceful change in 
South Africa and in southern Africa. Against this back- 
ground, President Bush concludes that further sanctions 
against South Africa would be counterproductive. inap- 
propriate, and confusing. 


President Bush has referred to the reform mandate that 
was given to President F.W. de Klerk in the general 
election last month and to the fact that in South Africa 
peaceful political protest is allowed by the government. 


President de Klerk has promised action during his tenure 
of office and has said that election promises will be 
turned into action. This has been recognized by Presi- 
dent Bush. Mr Bush has also acknowledged South 
Africa’s constructive role in southern Africa. This role 
includes the implementation of the independence pro- 
cess in Namibia. the facilitating role played by President 
de Klerk when the peace talks aimed at ending the civil 
war in Angola were going off the rails, and the commit- 
ment of South Africa to peace in Mozambique. 


Against this background, further sanctions against South 
Africa would be counterproductive to the interests of 
southern Africa as a whole. 


Pik Botha Meets With Former U.S. Official Keyes 


MB03 10125789 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 3 Oct 89 


[Text] A former American ambassador to the United 
Nations and former assistant secretary of state, Dr Allen 
Lee Keyes, says there are very positive expectations in 
the United States regarding South Africa’s future. 


Dr Keyes said after talks with the minister of forcign 
affairs, Mr Pik Botha, in Pretoria this morning, that it 
was clear that the South African Government appreci- 
ated the seriousness of the opportunity. He said he 
agreed with Mr Botha that South Africa’s future 
depended more on domestic events rather than events 
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outside the country. He said it was essential that all 
South Africans accepted responsibility for the future and 
that conditions be crea'ed to enable everybody to accept 
that responsibility freely. 


Dr Keyes said it was clear after his talks with Mr Botha 
that the government understood the need to accept the 
responsibility for that future and also to create the 
circumstances to achieve this. 


Mr Botha said after the talks that the government was 
encouraged by the Bush administration's standpoint that 
further sanctions against South Africa would be counter- 
productive at this stage. He told a news conference at the 
Union Buildings in Pretoria a short while ago that the 
White House was in line with the new general attitude of 
what he called responsible countries around the world. 
He said this change of attitude had been obvious for 
some time but especially since the general election and 
Mr F.W. de Klerk’s acceptance of the presidency. Mr 
Botha said it appeared that there was a tendency 
throughout the world for leaders to give Mr de Klerk a 
chance. 


De Klerk Meets Bophuthatswana‘s Leader 


MB2809103089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1024 GMT 28 Sep 89 


[Text] Mmabatho Sept 28 SAPA—Bophuthatswana’s 
President Lucas Mangope met the South African [SA] 
state president. Mr F.W. de Klerk, in Pretoria on 
Thursday morning, BOPANA, the Bophuthatswana 
national news agency reported. 


On Friday [29 September] SA Defence Minister Gen 
Magnus Malan and Mr Adriaan Vlok, SA minister of law 
and order, will travel to Mmabaiho to meet Mr Mangope. 


On Thursday, official from Bophuthatswana, Transkei, 
Ciskei, Venda. South Africa and the Development Bank 
of Southern Africa, met in the government buildings at 
Mmabatho. 


They form the sub-committee of ECOSA, the Economic 
Committee of Southern Africa, which deals with trans- 
port and roads. 


UK’s Thatcher To Meet With Suzman, Others 


MB2809122189 Umiata Capital Radio in English 
1100 GMT 28 Sep 89 


[Text] British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher is 
meeting three South Africans at 10 Downing Street this 
afternoon. 


They are Anti-apartheid veteran Helen Suzman, IDASA 
[Institute for a Democratic Alternative for South Africa] 
Leader Frederick van Zyl Slabbert. and KaNgwane Chief 
Minister Enos Mabuza. 


Mrs Thatcher has met a string of South Africans in 
recent wecks including F.W. de Klerk in his capacity as 


16 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


head of the National Party, and UDF [United Demo- 
cratic Front} delegation led by Albertina Sisulu. 


Suzman, Others Comment 


MB2809174389 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1736 GMT 28 Sep 89 


[Text] London Sept 28 SAPA—Mrs Margaret Thatcher 
needed “help” from Mr F.W. de Klerk’s government for the 
Commonwealth leaders’ meeting next month, where she will 
face further criticism for her opposition to international 
sanctions against South Africa, veteran anti-apartheid cam- 
paigner Mrs Helen Suzman said on Thursday [28 Sep- 
tember] after meeting the British premier. 


Mrs Suzman, accompanied by Dr Frederick van Zyl 
Slabbert, a former leader of the official opposition and 
now co-director of the Institute for a Democratic Alter- 
native to South Africa [IDASA], and Chief Minister 
Enos Mabuza of the KaNgwane homeland met Mrs 
Thatcher at 10 Downing Street for nearly an hour. 


“She is still against sanctions but clearly needs help from 
the South African Government...a sign that Mr de Klerk 
is sincere in his commitment to a new South Africa.” 
Mrs Suzman said. 


Dr Slabbert said the South African Government now had to 
spell out what it meant by “talks about negotiation”. 


“The whole focus now is on what does it mean to talk 
about negotiations...the crisp issue is what situation 1s 
needed in South AFrica for negotiations...one has the 
impression of waiting to see what the South African 
Government means by it,” Dr Slabbert said. 


It was only Mr F.W. de Klerk’s government that could lift 
the state of emergency, release political prisoners like ANC 
leader Nelson Mandela, and take other action to create a 
situation where talks could be held about negotiations. 


Mrs Suzman, veteran anti-apartheid campaigner who 
retired from parliament in May after 40 years, and who 
was on Wednesday make a Dame of the British Empire 
by Queen Elizabeth, said Mrs Thatcher has “as usual” 
shown herself to be very well informed during their 
discussions. 


Besides South Africa, issues in the sub-continent gener- 
ally had been raised. 


Chief Mabuza said the British premier had proved “very 
knowledgeable” about South Africa and shown her 
determination io play a meaningful role in the peaceful 
resolution of the country’s problems. 


Dr Slabbert said his impression was that Mrs Thatcher 
appeared to be particularly interested in what “practical 
concrete steps’’ Mr de Klerk’s government had in mind 
for creating the circumstances which could make real 
negotiaiions possible. 
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“The release of Nelson Mandela into a political situation 
in which he could play a real and constructive role was 
discussed thoroughly. 


“| believe the general view in the United Kingdom and 
Europe is that President de Klerk has a honeymoon 
period of three months lefi before the expectations he 
has raised with his rhetoric about a new South Africa 
begin to turn sour. 


“Leaders like Mrs Thatcher in particular are mindful of 
this when they have to take a view of the De Klerk 
government at occasions such as the forthcoming com- 
monwealth conference in Kuala Lumpur,” Dr Slabbert 
said. 


Today’s meeting with Mrs Thatcher is the latest in a 
series of meetings hse has held in recent months with 
South African leaders, which include Mr de Klerk in 
June, when he visited Europe as the new National Party 
leader. and a delegation from the United Democratic 
Front, led by Mrs Albertina Sisulu. 


Dr Slabbert is remaining in Britain to take up a visiting 
fellowhsip at the All Souls College, Oxford, until March 
next year, when he will return to take up his position as 
visiting professor at the Wits [Witwatersrand] Business 
School. 


Mrs Suzman, who was on Wednesday awarded the title 
Dame of the British Empire—the female equivalent of a 
knighthood—by Queen Elisabeth, will travel on to the 
United States, returning to England next month for the 
public investiture at which the queen will confer the 
honour. 


Dr Slabbert recently accompanied Dr Alex Boraine, also 
of IDASA, to Switzerland, Norway and Denmark where 
they met ministers and officials in various departments 
of foreign affairs. 


In addition, he and Dr Boraine attended a four-day 
conference in Bonn at the Frederich Naumann Institute 
on the subject of “conflict Resolution in Deeply Divided 
Societies”. 


Academics from Israel, Northern Ireland, Sri Lanka, 
South Africa, the United States, United Kingdom and 
West Germany participated. 


Meets Kangwane’s Chief 


\MB2909075289 London BBC World Service in English 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


| Text] Chief Enos Mabuza, the leader of the South 
African homeland of Kangwane is visiting Britain and 
this afternoon held a meeting with the British prime 
minister, Mrs Margaret Thatcher. The meeting was in 
line with Mrs Thatcher's declared policy of opening her 
door to a wide range of South African political opinion, 
a (?process) that involved meetings earlier this year with 
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the now president of South Africa, F.W. de Klerk. She 
had not, however, shown an equal willingness to meet 
leaders of the African National Congress [ANC], 
although there have been contacts between the ANC and 
other British Government ministers. Well, Chief 
Mabuza, although a homeland leader, has been a vocal 
critic of the South African Government's apartheid 
policies. Julian Marshall asked him what kind of a 
message he had conveyed to Mrs Thatcher. 


[Begin recording] [Mabuza] First of all, we were inter- 
ested to find out what she wanted to know and I believe 
that, being far away from South Africa, she wanted to 
hear from South Africans about the situation in the 
country. And my message to her, as was the message 
from the other people present, was that a change in South 
Africa will involve the accommodation of blacks which 
will have to be preceded by [words indistinct] activity in 
the country and the unbanning of political organizations 
and the release of political prisoners, and the creation of 
a climate within which negotiations can take place. 


[| Marshall] Did she seem quite receptive to that message” 


[Mabuza] I think she is aware of this message. She has in 
the past advocated for the release of Nelson Mandela 
and actually indicated that she cannot visit South Africa 
before Nelson Mandela is released. And | think she has 
been quite outspoken in regard to the other issues of 
political organizations being unbanned and _ political 
prisoners being released. I think it really was the reiter- 
ation of the old story which she is very much aware 
of—the situation within the country. 


[Marshall] Now, Mrs Thatcher has declared her door 
open to a wide range of political opinion within South 
Africa. She said that she would be happy to meet people 
to talk to them. But up until now, the door has remained 
resolutely slammed in the face of the ANC. Now, do you 
think it would be helpful were Mrs Thatcher to receive 
the ANC, to talk to the ANC? 


{Mabuza] Actually, we do commend her on her decision 
to meet a wide range of leaders representing different 
political groups in the country—from F.W. de Klerk 
himself to the leaders of the UDF [United Democratic 
Front]. But, seeing that the British Government recog- 
nizes the importance of the African National Congress in 
the resolution of the problems in our country, it will be 
vital for the British Government, government ministers, 
[word indistinct] the prime minister herself, to meet the 
leaders of the ANC. I think it ts important for the British 
Government to tell the South African Government to 
meet and talk to th, .eaders of the ANC. But then, that 
should be demonstrated by the British Government itself 
by meeting the ANC openly and talking to it. And that 
message I think will be loud and clear as far as the 
government in the country is concerned, but not only the 
government but to the black people as well. 


[Marshall] So, you think it would be a particularly 
important gesture were Mrs Thatcher to meet. for 
instance, Oliver Tambo? 
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[Mabuza] Yes, it shouldn't just be a meeting for the sake 
of the meeting but it should be a meeting of substance. | 
believe that when Mr F.W. de Klerk came to 10 Downing 
Street, the talks must have been tough. So, a meeting 
with Oliver Tambo should discuss matters of substance 
within the country. It shouldn't be just a tea party, as it 
were. It should be a meeting which related to the 
resolution of the problems in the country. [end 
recording} 


UK Parliamentary Group Visits Bophuthatswana 


/B0110063689 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English OSOO GMT 1 Oct 8&9 


[Text] Seven British members of Parliament are engaged 
in fact-finding tour of Bophuthatswana. The group, 
which consists of seven members of the ruling Conser- 
valive Party and one opposition MP, is led by Mr 
Andrew Hunter. [figures as heard] They will visit a 
number of state departments and meet several leading 
officials. There have been several previous visits by 
British parliamentarians to Bophuthatswana. 


Commentary Ponders ‘New Mood’ on Dialogue 


MBO04 10052589 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English OSOO GMT 4 Sep 89 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] There have been both plus and minus factors in 
South Africa’s international position this week. In 
Britain, the opposition Labour Party has adopted com- 
prehensive, mandatory sanctions as its official policy on 
South Africa. This negative and destructive approach 1s 
also to be found among the more radical members of the 
Democratic Party in the United States Congress. On the 
plus side, however, there is the constructive report by 
President George Bush on the situation in South Africa. 
In an annual report on sanctions, President Bush has 
said that further sanctions will be counter-productive. 
and he has acknowledged the steps being taken to effect 
peaceful change in South Africa. 


The Bush report is in line with the policy on sanctions 
followed by his administration and the preceding 
Reagan administration. But it also reflects the impact on 
official United States perceptions of recent develop- 
ments inside South Africa. Mr Bush himself referred in 
this regard to the reform mandate of last month's general 
election, and he also mentioned the fact that peaceful 
protest was allowed in South Africa. As such, the Bush 
report can be seen as a significant reflection in interna- 
tional perspectives on South Africa of the generally 
constructive new mood amongst South Africans and of 
the more relaxed style of government introduced by 
President F.W. de Klerk. 


The new mood and the favorable climate were to be seen 
in the talks this week between the administrator of the 
Transvaal and a delegation of prominent Soweto citi- 
zens, including some who have been in the frontline of 
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political protest activity in recent years. The talks con- 
cerned grass-roots issues in Soweto, and these have now 
been addressed at a high level. Similar dialogue should, 
as in the past, take place at other levels and on other 
issues Of public concern. The present political climate ts 
one that 1s encouraging for dialogue and debate. 


It is important that positive international perceptions on 
South Africa be generated and constructive contribu- 
tions, such as that now made by President Bush, present 
South Africans with the opportunity of maintaining 
economic and other links with the outside world while 
the building blocks of reform are being put in place. But 
in the final analysis the answers to South Africa’s future 
lie within South Africa. That future must be built 
through dialogue and consensus by the authentic leaders 
of all population groups in South Africa. 


Sisulu Release Likely Before Thatcher Visit 


MB04 10103989 Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 
1008 GMT 4 Oct 89 


[Text] London Oct 4 SAPA—Although ANC [African 
National Congress} leader Nelson Mandela will not be 
freed, two important political prisoners will be released 
by the South African Government before British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher faces her critics at the 
Commonwealth meeting later this month, according to 
the LONDON DAILY MAIL on Wednesday. 


Quoting “diplomatic source.” the newspaper named 
Walter Sisulu, the former ANC secretary sentenced to 
life imprisonment in 1964 with Mandela, and the sickly 
United Democratic Front leader, Oscar Mpetha, jailed 
in 1985. 


Mrs Thatcher, the only Commonwealth government 
leader to firmly op, ose sanctions as a means to force the 
end of apartheid in South Africa. faces sharp criticism 
from African leaders particularly when the conference 
starts on October 18 at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 


Defense Minister Malan: Security Still Important 


MBO03 10154389 Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 
IS28 GMT 3 Oct 89 


[Text] Pretoria Oct 3 SAPA—While security appeared to 
be moving from the limelight, 11 would be wrong to 
conclude that security was no longer important, the 
minister of defence. Gen Magnus Malan, said in Pretoria 
on Tvesday. 


Addressing a function at ARMSCOR [Arms Corporation 
of South Africa], Gen Malan said maintaining law and 
order and protecting the country’s vital security interests 
remained as important as always. 


The peace process in Namibia would never have mate- 
rialised without a sound security and military founda- 
tion, he said. 
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The present climate within South Africa. where dialogue 
was surfacing more than ever before—a trend he wel- 
ccmed—would not have been possible without a firm 
security foundation, for example the state of emergency. 


“Our military preparedness ensured that African and 
other leaders are willing and even eager to talk to us. 


“With greater realism emerging in Africa we have to 
ensure that we continue talking from a position of 
strength.” Gen Malan said. 


“We have worked hard to make the peace process 
possible. Now we have to work hard to protect this peace 
process. 


“Africa 1s a hard continent. It is an unforgiving conti- 
nent. Should we ever lose recognition for our leadership 
role, we will not regain it.” 


It was clear security was the very foundation on which 
the other activities of the state and the community were 
based. 


Pik Botha Comments on SWAPO Detainees 


MB2809150089 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1120 GMT 28 Sep 89 


[From the “Africa South” program] 


[Excerpts] The South African minister of foreign affairs. 
Mr Pik Botha, says that South Airica has nothing to do 
with the organization of Dr Soares’ visit to the UNITA 
headquarters in Jamba in southern Angola, although this 
will be insinuated by certain sources. [passage omitted] 


Mr Botha also commented on the postponing of Mr 
Martti Ahtisaari’s press conference on the UNTAG [UN 
Transition Assistance Group] mission to Angola and 
Zambia, which had tried to trace hundreds of SWAPO 
[South-West African People’s Organization] detainces. 


[Begin Botha recording] That remains a very serious 
situation; but you sec, because SWAPO is not a party to 
the agreements it is very difficult to pin them down if 
they simply deny, if they deny that they still detain 
persons in their camps anywhere on earth. Then it ts very 
difficult, unless some of the persons who returned are 
taken to go and indicate where these camps are. 


The problem even then is, of course, will they still be in 
those camps? We have made very serious representa- 
tions during the past few days to various governments all 
over the world to put their money where their mouths 
are, and to stand up and demand from SWAPO that 
SWAPO must given an explanation of what has hap- 
pened to these helpless. [end recording] 
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Reacts to Namibian Police Disbanding 


MB2909152189 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1508S GMT 29 Sep 89 


[Text] Windhoek Sept 29 SAPA—Namibia’s notorious 
police paramilitary KOEVOET unit is to be disbanded 
from Saturday [30 September] after months of allega- 
tions and counter-allegations concerning their conduct 
in Namibia's United Nations-supervised iransition to 
independence. 


In Pretoria, Minister of Foreign Affairs Mr Pik Botha said 
on Friday that the administrator-general, Mr Louis Pienaar, 
had informed the UN special representative in Namibia, Mr 
Martti Ahtisaari, that former KOEVOET members at 
Oshakati would be demobilised from Saturday. 


The decision was taken afler ass _rances had been given 
by Mr Ahtisaari and the UN secretary-general, Mr Javier 
Perez de Cuellar, that SWAPO [South-West African 
People’s Organization] armed personnel in Angola and 
those who had returned unarmed to Namibia did not 
pose a threat to the security of the country and its people. 


Mr Botha said in a statement that Mr Pienaar remained 
primarily responsible for maintaining law and order and 
would take appropriate measures if security was threatened. 


“The South African Government is a party to the various 
agreements which form the basis of the settlement plan.” 
Mr Botha said. 


“It according! has a direct interest in the compliance by 
all parties of their commitments. 


“The South African Government is in full support of the 
ad ministrator-general's efforts to ensure that the process 
succeeds.” 


In Windhoek, Mr Pienaar said in a statement the UN 
settlement plan stipulated he would be responsible for 
law and order but similar responsibilities rested on the 
UN Transition Assistance Group [UNTAG]. 


“UNTAG is responsible for monitoring SWAPO troop 
restrictions to bases in Angola.” 


Other functions of UNTAG’S military component 
included surveillance of the border between Angola and 
Namibia, the prevention of infiltration, and ensuring 
that the provisions of the ceasefire are observed by all 
parties. 


“1 also draw comfort from the continued commitment of 
the international community to the successful conclu- 
sion of the settlement plan.” Mr Pienaar said. 


“In the southern African context, the initiatives of South 
Africa, Cuba and Angola have also furthered efforts to 
obtain a peaceful resolution of conflicts in the sub- 
continent. 


“Given the commitment of the entire international 
community to this process, | am confident that our joint 
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efforts will ensure that it will be successfully and peace- 
fully completed in accordance with the (Namibian) set- 
tlement plan.” 


At the end of last month, the UN Security Council 
adopted a resolution expressing concern “al reports of 
wide-spread intimidation and harassment of the civilian 
population, in particular by koevoet elements of the 
SWA [South-West African] Police”. 


The resolution demanded the disbandment of 
KOEVOET and requested Mr Perez de Cuellar to submit 
a report by the end of this month on the implementation 
of the resolution. 


UN personnel reported that KOEVOET members had 
been harrassing civilians since the implementation of the 
UN process on April |. but spokesmen for Mr Pienaar 
countered that only four per cent of the allegations were 
verifiable. 


Last month, Mr Pienaar announced that former Koevoet 
members would be confined to bases and litthe more was 
heard of the unit. 


Founded about 10 years ago, KOEVOET (Afrikaans for 
crow bar) played a prominent role in fighting SWAPO 
insurgents, but in the process gained a reputation as “a 
ruthless killing machine”, as it was described in one of 
the court cases against KOEVOET members. 


Its members were recruited mainly from Namibian blacks 
and many of them had a low standard of education. 


An official spokesman, Mr Gerhard Roux, said on 
Friday there were about |.200 KOEVOET members who 
would still draw a salary for an unspecified period after 
demobilisation. 


Critics of demobilisation said the dismissal of 1,200 
specially trained bush fighters without alternative 
employment would create new social problems, particu- 
larly if they had not been orientated to reintegration in 
civilian society. 


Pik Botha Notes Possible Portuguese Leader Visit 


M B03 10113689 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1129 GMT 3 Oct &Y 


[Text] Pretoria Oct 3 SAPA—Foreign Minister Pik 
Botha said on Tuesday there as a strong possibility the 
Portuguese president, Dr Mario Soares, would visit 
South Africa to ascertain the condition of his son, Dr 
Joao Soares, SABC [South African Broadcasting Corpo- 
ration] radio news reports. 


Dr Joao Soares was seriously injured when he. three 
other Portuguese citizens and a West German, were 
involved in an air crash in southern Angola last week. 


20 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Port Elizabeth's Pollock Beach Declared Open 


WM B300915 1889 Johanneshure SAPA in Enelish 
1433 GMT 30 Sep 89 


[Text] Port Elizabeth Sept 30 SAPA—About 1000 
people gathered at Pollock Beach in Port Elizabeth on 
Saturday [30 September] for a non-racial picnic, drawing 
attention to the fact that 1 has been reserved for whites 
only. 


Loud cheers greeted the unveiling of a signboard 
declaring the beach open at 12.30pm by former city 
councillor and long-time proponent of open beaches, Mr 
Graham Richards. There were no incidents. 


Earlier this year, the then administrator of the Cape, Mr 
Gene Louw, declared all Port Elizabeth beaches. except 
Pollock, open to all races. 


Police kept a low profile during the ceremony and there 
was a carnival atmosphere as the crowds danced, waved 
banners and sang “freedom” songs. Piognat and 
humorous banners were held aloft one saying “I have a 
dream....” another “Unt die diepte van wie se see?” 
[From the depth of whose sea”] 


About 20 people braved the chilly surf. 


As buses began arriving from Port Elizabeth and Uiten- 
hage Townships, a crowd gathered in front of the Sum- 
merstrand Lifesaving Club where the organizers, the 
Port Elizabeth Action Cormmitice (PEAC), had erected a 
temporary platform. 


The ceremony started with a prayer by Bishop George 
Irvine of St John’s Methodist Church. This was followed 
by a speech by the Rev David Vika of the Interdenom- 
mational African Ministers’ Association of South Africa 
(IDAMASA). 


Mr Vika said it was an historical fact that whites had a 
date of arrival in South Africa, yet the black community 
did not expect them to leave, rather to share the coun- 
try’s future 


“To those whites mixing freely at this prenic, we see your 
love ang we share our love with you, too.” he said. 


When he unveiled the sign, Mr Richards said despite the 
fact that the Port Elizabeth City Council had declared 
beaches open in 1986, government functionaries had 
“dragged their heels” over confirming the council's 
decision. 


Mr Richards said the people of the city were opening 
Pollock Beach as a symbol of what was happening in the 
rest of the country—the people were making South 
Africa free 


Messages of support were read from the National Educa- 
tion Crisis Commitice in the Eastern Cape, the East 
London Action Forum, the Grahamstown Democratic 
Action Committee and the South African Youth Congress. 
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The historic event was attended by prominent personal- 
ities such as Bishop Bruce Evans and city councillors Mr 
Flippre Potgieter and Mr Rick McKuever. 


Organizers of the picnic learnt Friday that the acting 
chict magistrate of Port Elizabeth, Mr JM. Oosthuizen, 
had granted permission for the gathering. Conditions 
were that it be restricted to Pollock Beach, that the beach 
be lefi clean afier the event, and that buses be provided 
afterwards. 


At a conference on Thursday, PEAC announced that 
non-racial enjoyment of public facilities was both “nec- 
essary and highly desiderable”. 


Statements of support were issued by Mr Bobby Steven- 
son, regronal director of the Democratic Party, as well as 
a spokesman for the Mass Democratic Movement 
(MDM). 


Opening of East London Amenities Applauded 


17 B03 10202089 Johannesbure SAP Ain Enelish 
2008 GMT 3 Oct 8Y 


{ Text] East London Oct 3 SAPA—The opening of East 
London's amenities to all races on Monday has been 
heralded by local black community and religious leaders. 


Beach portfolio holder on the coloured management 
commitice, Mr Benito Phillips, sand on Tuesday the 
move represented a major breakthrough. 


Increased development, however, was needed on the 
coast—caravan parks, ungalows and land for holiday 
cOllages—to prevent overcrowding. 


Such development would also bring greater revenue to 
the city’s coffers from tourism. 


The mayor of Mdantsane in the Cisker and executive 
member of the minister's fraternal [as recerved], Mr EK 
Madikane, also welcomed the move and appealed to 
blacks, particularly the youth, not to abuse the beaches. 
“Be proud of your black conciousness”, he sand. 


The opening of amenities to all races was a unique 
challenge to blacks which had to be faced with pride. 


He hoped they would use the beaches and other amens- 
ties to show the international community they were 
responsible human beings 


Second Cape ‘Free Settlement’ Being Considered 
VWBOFI 1008S 3389 Johanneshure SAP A in Enelish 
SIIS GMT SO SY 


| Text] Cape Town, Oct 3, SAPA—The establishment of 
a free settlement area in Ottery Wetton rs berg invest. 
gated by the free settlement board 


Afier Zonnebloem it 1s the second free settlement area 
being investigated in the Cape Peninsula. 
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The move has been welcomed by the MP for False Bay. 
Mr Adriaan Jordaan,. who said whites and coloureds had 
already acquired land on which to build houses. 


He envisaged no problems and had given an undertaking 
to voters in the last election that he would recommend 
the investigation. 


“It is a welcome step which will di:finitely relieve the 
pressure on the surrounding white areas caused by the 
shortage of housing for coloureds.” he said. 


Teachers Welcome Clase Plan for Nonracial School 


MBO021008 1689 Johanneshbure SAP A in Enelish 
0804 GMT 2 Oct 89 


[Text] Johannesburg Oct 2 SAPA—Minuister P. Clase’s 
Statement that non-racial state schools may be estab- 
lished in free settlement areas has been welcomed by the 
Transvaal Teachers’ Association [TTA]. 


The TTA said in a press release Monday that the statement 
by Mr Clase, who is minister of education and cv'ture in 
the House of Assembly, might give Johannesbue High 
School for Girls—which faced closure earlier this year— 
the opportunity of keeping its doors open and serving the 
labour community of keeping its doors open and serving 
the larger community in which it was situated. 


School To Apply 


M B03 10070089 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English OSOO GMT 3 Oct &9 


[Text] The management commitice of the Johannesburg 
High School for Girls has decided to apply this weck for 
Hillbrow and Berea to be declared a free settlement arca. 
This followed talks last week with the minister of cdu- 
cation and culture, Mr Pict Clase, about the future of the 
school. 


The committee decided as an interim measure the school 
should be managed by an independent body until the 
s Surbs were declared a free settlement areca. 


Clarification on Subsidies Sought 


MBO03 10095989 Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 
0928 GMT 3 Oct 8&9 


[Text] Johannesburg, Oct 3, SAPA—The management 
council of the Johannesburg High School for Girls is to 
send a list of questions to the minister of education and 
culture, Mr Piet Clase, asking for clarification of his 
proposals on the possible closure of the schools. 


A spokesperson for the committee said in a statement on 
Tuesday that this was decided on Monday [2 October] 
night at a meeting of the Save Our School (SOS) com- 
mittee attended by educationalists and a prominent 
member of the community whose name was withheld. 
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The list was presently being compiled and would partic- 
ularly refer to the “free settlement option, basically a 
clarification on sudsidies.” 


Commentary Views Controversy 
V4 B03 1008 3589 Johanneshure Donmiestic Service 
im Enelish OS00 GMT 3 Oct 89 


{Station commentary } 


[Text] The progression of the reform process has seen 
some changes brought about speedily and without com- 
plieations. In other areas, reforms dealing with more 
sensitive matters require more time and more thought. 
One such area concerns the question of public schools. 
The principle of separate public schools for different 
population groups is one that has a long history. tradi- 
tion and policy base. It is one where public attitudes play 
a decisive role. This 1s, accordingly, an area where there 
cannot be sudden or total changes to policy. 


For this reason, the outcome of the current debate on the 
future of the Johannesburg High School for Girls cannot 
be seen as offering a precec ont for all public schoois. 
Following a decision to close the Johannesburg High 
School for Girls, a public school for white pupils because 
of declining pupil numbers, the management council of 
the school appealed to the minister of education and 
culture, Mr Piet Clase, to open the school to all popula- 
tion groups. Mr Clase pointed out that such a move was 
not possible under current legislation but suggested three 
OplIONs. 


These were that the school buildings could be transferred 
to another education department or to a private school 
institution or an application could be made for the area 
in which the school 1s situated to become a free setile- 
ment drea. 


The third option—a free settlement arca siiuation— 
would conform with the spirit of the reform program 
and, in particular, the principle of freedom of association 
and disassociation. The reform mandate in last month's 
general election accepted, inter alia, that the new South 
Africa must cater for those who want to live in their own 
communities as well as for those who wish to associate 
with other communities in open residential areas. or free 
settlement areas. If residential areas are opened to all 
communities, it 1s logical that facilities in those partic- 
ular areas should also be opened to all, specifically. that 
home owners should not be expected to send their 
children to distant schools in other areas. The declara- 
tion of a particular area as a free settlement area will be 
done only on the basis of detailed investigation and with 
the concurrence of the community concerned. 


If the community living in the areca in which the Johan- 
nesburg High School for Girls ts situated decides in fay or 
of opening its area to occupation by all communities, 
then it 1s logical that this school could be opened to all. 
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The accent must be on orderly and planned reform that 


wil! ensure both stability and progress in the building of 


the future. 


Justice Confirms Three Hang in Pretoria 4 Oct 


B04100743. ‘Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 
O39 GMT 4 Oct 8Y 


[Text] Pretona Oct 4 SAPA—Three murderers were 
hanged at the Pretoria prison today, a justice spokesman 
confirmed. 


This brought the total number of executions so far this 
year to 42, while 54 prisoners on death row were 
repricved. 


The three executed today were Khethokule Stephen 
Mchunu, 26, Samuel Sam Kokoi Mogohlo, 23. and 
\iphius T antsha, 35. 


A fourth man due to have been hanged today. Leon 
Faasen, was eranted a stay of execution pending a 
supreme court application. 


According to the tral records, Mchunu had robbed a 
man, stabbing him 24 times in the chesi. Four stabs had 
penetrsted the heart. 


Mogohlo was looking for liquor money when he shot 
dead a night guard at a restaurant. 


Thantsha killed a 60-year-old cattle herder in a knife and 
knobkierie [club] attack. Six months later, he murdered 
the man’s widow with an axe and a knife. 


Rockman Testifies Against 2 Riot Squad Officers 


7B0310150189 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1300 GMT 3 Oct &Y 


[Text] Dissident policeman Lieutenant Gregory 
Rockman has testified in court against two not squad 
officers. 


During his testimony, Rockman repeated his allegations 
of police brutality on the day before the elections. 


Rockman said the riot squad under the command of the 
two accused, Major Charles Brazelle and Lieutenant David 
Roos, intervened in a peaceful demonstration after 
Rockman had given the protesters 20 minutes to cisperse. 
He said the not squad behaved like wild dogs tripping over 
each other in their eagerness to attack people. Rockman 
said several innocent bystanders were attacked and beaten. 
He said when he tried to intervene, Maj Brazelle sweared 
at him and threatened to arrest him. 


Guard Testifies in Trial 
W/B04 10092189 Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 
0908S GMT 4 Oct 8Y 


{Text} Cape Town, Oct 4, SAPA—A 37-year-old man 
testifying in the “Rockman” trial told the Wynberg 
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rc. "ai Court on Wednesday how he was beaten al a 
d@ > stration after he wrested a quirt from a policeman 
who was chasing 4 youth. 


Mavor Charles Roger Biazelle and Lieutenant David 
Johan Roos on Tuesday | 3 October] pleaded not guilty to 
a charge of assault arising from allegations made by 
Licutenant Gregory Rockman that they had acted unlaw- 
fully in dispersing a crow:) of demonstrators in Mitchell's 
Plain town centre on September 5. 


Mr Suleiman Elmie, a delivery guard who was off sick 
from work that day, said he went to the Mitchell's Placn 
town centre between 10 and | lam. 


He saw a group of people in Harmony Square. They were 
mostly children and what appeared to be adult teachers. 
The children were singing. 


Mr Elmie said he stood around sd saw Licutenant 
Rockman gesticulating and talking to a group of people. 


He then saw police hitting the chi'dren. The policemen 
formed up in a line and rushed at the children and beat 
them before regrouping and repeating the process about 
four times. 


Mr Elmie said he only heard one warning about the time 
of the third onslaught. 


He saw a policeman with a megaphone but did not 
recognise him. 


Mr Elmie said he was standing at the bus terminus 
talking to a man when a policeman chased a youth 
towards them. 


Mr Elmie said he pushed the man he was talking to 
towards the pelicemen out of reflex in an attempt to 
make way for both the policeman and the person he was 
chasing. 


He said he found ‘.imself holding a policeman’s quirt. 
The policeman asked him: “What, are you mad.” where- 
upon Mr Elmie returned the quirt. 


“Then he hit me. I held my head. Three or four other 
policemen arrived and hit me on my back, arms and 
hands. 


“When they were finished | walked away and another 
came up and hit me with his knee and said “Go to work, 
skollie [hooligan]’.” 


Mr Ken Andrew, Democratic Party MP tor Gardens, 
was among the members of the public listening to the 
trial. He shook hands with Licutenant Roc! man as he 
entered the court room. 


Dressed in immaculate police uniform Lieutenant 
Rockman sat next to his commanding officer, Colonel 
John Manuel. 


Ministry of law and order spokesman Brigadier Leon 
Mellet was again present, as was investigating officer 
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Mayor General Jaap Joubert, who was occasionally con- 
sulted by prosecutor Mr T.J. Prins. 


The courtroom’s public gallery was less full than on 
Tuesday although a large group of journalists and riot 
policemen still filled most of the benches. 


Major Brazelle wore a grey pin stripe three piece suit 
while Lieutenant Roos wore a cream coloured jacket and 
slacks. 


Both were unsmiling and listened intently to the evidence. 


Outside, photograp'ers and TV cameramen began their 
second day of wai) g and try and film the accused as 
they entered and left the court building. 


The hearing continues. 


Police ‘Reluctant’ To Note Natal Violence Cause 


MB04 10072689 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0500 GMT 4 Oct 89 


[Text] The situation in the Natal Midlands township of 
Mpumalanga is still tense after fighting this week which 
has claimed at least eight lives. Something desperately 
needs to be done about Mpumalanga violence says 
Democratic Party regional Director Roy Aimsley. He 
was commenting on fighting which left at least 8 dead in 
3 days, and involved a major clash with 800 armed men. 
KwaZulu police officers are reluctant to say the cause of 
the fighting, saying different factions were involved, but 
there 1s no doubt the conflict is between Inkatha and 
United Democratic Front supporters. 


There is concern the upsurge will continue until peace 
talks resume. Aimsley says from 9 dead in June, when 
peace talks appeared to be going well, the figure soared to 
47 in August, and he predicts September will be the 
highest death toll ever recorded by his monitoring unit. 


Democrats Call for Riot Police Misconduct Inquiry 


MB0210105789 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1041 GMT 2 Oct 89 


[Text] Pietermaritzburg, Oct 2, SAPA—The Democratic 
Party [DP] has called for an independent commission of 
inquiry into an incident in Richmond, Natal, last week 
which left a 16-year-old girl dead and at least two others 
injured. 


A number of independent witnesses to the incident 
claimed there had been misconduct by the riot police 
whv had run “out of control.” 


Although the police have already begun an inquiry, the 
DP officials said they felt this was “not enough.” 


The call by the MP’s for Mooi River, Greyton and 
Pietermaritzburg South, as well as the regional director 
of the Natal inland region, follows their preliminary 
investigations into allegations by two clerics and a party 
of students from Stellenbosch. 
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[hey alleged they witnessed what some of them 
described as riot police “hunting unarmed students 
through the bush.” 


Wessel Nel. MP for Mooi River, has written to the 
minister of justice, Kobie Coetsee. urging an indepen- 
dent commission into the incident. 


Commenting on this call, Pierre Cronje (DP Greytown) 
said there was some photographic evidence of what had 
happened and a number of neutral witness. 


An inquiry was needed, not only to establish who did 
what, but also to unravel the chain of command. 


Welfare Campaigners Plan 4 Oct Rally 


MB2909220889 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1937 GMT 29 Sep 89 


'Text] Johannesburg Sept 29 SAPA—The Campaign for 
Justice in Welfare on Friday announced plans to orga- 
nise a mass rally in Johannesburg on October 4 to protest 
racially discriminating social welfare practises. 


In a statement the Co-ordinating Committee Against the 
Welfare Policy said it planned to issue an open letter at 
the rally to challenge the newly appointed minister of 
health and population development and the first woman 
to serve in the cabinet. Dr Rina Venter. 


Speakers at the rally, to be held at the Central Methodist 
Church, will include representatives of the Mass Demo- 
cratic Movement, the Professional Association and the 
Disabled People of South Africa. 


Racially discriminating welfare issues to be raised t the 
rally will include disability grants, pensions and child 
welfare budgets. 


Disability grants are R195 per month for coloureds and 
Indians, R150 for blacks and R251 for whites. 


Archbishop Tutu: Protest Marches ‘Unstoppable’ 


MBO0210081189 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0600 GMT 2 Oct 89 


[Text] Archbishop Desmond Tutu says the protest 
marches will go on. He was speaking at the annual 
Desmond Tutu peace lecture in Durban, organized by 
the World Conference on Religion and Peace. Sporting 
his new bald pate, Tutu said he had no doubt all South 
Africans would be free. 


[Begin Tutu recording] We have taken up where others 
left off and are on the march. That is unstoppable. A 
march for justice. for peace, for love, for fellowship. We 
have no doubt, we have no doubt that this country is 
going to be free. 
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Police Release Durban’s Mass Movement Spokesman 


MB0210091189 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0904 GMT 2 Oct 89 


[Text] Durban Oct 2 SAPA—The spokesman for the 
Mass Democratic Movement [MDM] in Durban, Trevor 
Bonhomme, was released from detention at the weekend 
after being held for 32 days. including that he may not 
speak to the press and may not communicate with any 
political organisation. 


Mr Bonhomme was detained shortly before the Durban 
beach protest wi.’n 5,000 people went on to Durban's 
whites-only South Beach to protest against beach apartheid. 


At that stage, Mr Bonhomme was the Durban 
spokesman for the MDM. 


He was also a member of the Durban Housing Action 
Committee. His tasks included helping poor white 
people challenge the increase in rents for the govern- 
ment-owned homes they lived in. 


Mr Bonhomme was released on Saturday [30 Sep- 
tember]. His family were over-joyed to have him home. 


Government Announces 2 Parliamentary By-Elections 


MB0210150789 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1502 GMT 2 Oct 89 


[Text] Pretoria Oct 2 SAPA—Parliamentary by-elections 
are to be held in the House of Assembly constituencies of 
Ceres and Vasco in Novem’ver 29. 


This was announced on Monday by State President F W 
de Klerk in a government gazette. 


The vacancies arose through the appointment of Dr 
Willie van Niekerk, former minister of national health 
and population development, and Mr Kleppies Heyns, 
to the President’s Council from September 27. 


Dr van Niekerk is the new chairman of the President’s 
Counci!, and Mr Heyns deputy chairman. 


The former was re-elected NP [National Party] MP for 
Ceres in the September 6 general election, and Mr Heyns 
for Vasco. 


Nomination day is to be October 23. 


Both seats are regarded as safe Cape NP ones, having 
been held by the party with comfortable margins in the 
general election. 


New Council Chairman Promises Reform 


MB0210172489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1708 GMT 2 Oct 89 


[Text] Cape Town Oct 2 SAPA—New President's 
Council Chairman Willie van Niekerk promised after 
accepting the position on Monday that it would be a 
council of reform, reports SABC [South African Broad- 
casting Corporation] radio news. 
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Dr van Niekerk, former national health and population 
development minister, was nominated to the post by 
State President F W de Klerk in a shake-up of the cabinet 
after the September 6 general election. 


Dr van Nickerk told the new council's first sitting there 
were important issues it would have to deal with in the 
near future. 


He referred to Mr de Klerk’s inaugural speech in which 
he called on all leaders to support the government in 
carrying a message of hope on South Africa’s future, and 
said the President's Council should do the same. 


Dr van Niekerk added that Mr de Klerk’s indication that 
the government was to give urgent attention to several 
matters, to bring about renewal, was a praiseworthy 
objective which would compel the council to deal with 
its duties with single-mindedness and speed. 


The fact that the majority of members would not be 
full-time members did not detract from the importance 
of the council and its functions. 


The new deputy chairman of the council is the former 
House of Representatives MP for Vasco, Mr Kleppies 
Heyns. 


The council is to meet again from November 13 to 17 
and will be addressed by De Klerk on October 16. 


House of Delegates’ Ministers Council Sworn In 


MB03 10174389 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1600 GMT 3 Oct 89 


[Text] The new Ministers Council in the House of Dele- 
gates under the leadership of the former chairman and 
minister of housing, Dr J.N. Reddy, has been sworn in. 


The ceremony, which was chaired by State President Mr 
F.W. de Klerk today in Durban, involved five ministers 
and one deputy minister. The oath was taken before a 
Natal judge president, Justice J. Harward. 


The members of the council are: Dr Reddy. who retains 
his portfolio; Mr Raman Bhana, minister of the budget 
and aid services; Mr Baldeo Dookie, minister of health 
and welfare; Mr Kisting Raju, minister of education and 
culture; Mr Yunus Moolla, minister of local government 
and agriculture; and Mr Samaroo Pachai, deputy min- 
ister of local government, housing, and agriculture. The 
newcomers in the Ministers Council are Mr Raju and 
Moolla. Among those present at the ceremony were the 
wives of the state president. the judge president, and the 
ministers. 


Police Raid on COSATU Offices Described 


MB2910132289 Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 29 Sep-S Oct 89 p 3 


[By Phillip van Niekerk] 
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[Text] The women protestors had been locked up or 
dispersed, the AWB [Afrikaner Resistance Movement} 
had packed up and gone home and for most journalists 
the story of the day was over. It was after | pm when the 
police action in Pretoria last Saturday took a new turn. 
For more than half an hour, I witnessed white riot police 
running amok in the streets, randomly beating up black 
pedestrians with rubber truncheons. 


The central focus of the day had been Church Square, 
when racial clashes ensued from the meeting held by 
white extremists. after having been dispersed at the 
Union Buildings, the remaining women marchers con- 
tinued to meet at rendezvous through the city, their 
ranks growing more and more depleted. 


At about noon, a few of the women made their way to 
COSATU [Congress of South African Trade Unions] 
House on the far end of the city. A group of about 
60—mostly trade unionists—gathered on the pavement. 
They were singing freedom songs and dancing the toyi 
toyi [protest dance]. This meeting was peacefully dis- 
persed after black policemen had spoken to the union- 
ists. A number of white police also arrived in vans, some 
of them with dogs, but there was no physical confronta- 
tion. Some of the workers went back to their union 
meeting upstairs. 


Everyone else drifted off. 


Half an hour later, a few policemen remained on the 
same sidewalk, in a huddle. Some left, other returned. it 
seemed as if the police numbers steadily grew. They 
spoke in low voices. At this stage there was nothing 
happening in the street. The day was over. Then without 
warning, a phalanx of police with truncheons charged a 
speed up one flight of stairs into the COSATU offices 
where a meeting was in progress, though it was not 
visible from the street. 


The unionists—there must have been more than 30 of 
them—fled out of the office in panic as the police, 
Standing at the door on the first floor landing, beat them 
with truncheons. They were arresting some of them, but 
most were just being clobbered before running off. 


Some of those in the office were bloodied. One man was 
prostrate on the ground, seemingly unconscious and 
covered with blood. A COSATU official had blood all 
over his head and body. 


Having dispensed with COSATU House, the police then 
turned their attention to the taxi rank opposite. There 
might have been a stone thrown, but I never saw it. What 
I did see was police going after everyone the possibly 
could and beating them. There were elderly people. 
women and children at the rank. There were more than 
30 taxis and they were forced to leave. They drove down 
the road hooting and arranging impromptu meeting 
points for pickups as a stream of people fled. 


People who had been peacefully waiting for transport 
home fled in the crowd. Many dropped their shopping 
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bags and ran for it. watching from across the road, | was 
aggressively told to leave the scene “for the last time.” A 
white man with his young blond son on his shoulders 
stood watching, observing the mayhem. 


| walked down the street as waves of people came 
running past me, pursued by the police. There was a wild 
panic in the air. 


Police raided the Champion Restaurant and Disco. 
patrons scrambled for the exits. As they ran out, police 
stationed on either side of the door struck out at them 
indiscriminately. 


People kept running in waves down the street as yellow 
police vans roared towards them, screeching to a halt. 
Pclice would get out and run at people with their batons 
raised and hit them. Standing at the doorway to a 
take-away shop, the man next to me—who had been 
quietly chewing on a hunk of polony—went off down the 
street. A few minutes later a burly policeman ran at him. 
whacked him on the backside and he fell to the ground. 


One quote stuck in my mind as I made my way back to 
my car. An Indian man who had stood next to me 
observing the dispersal of the taxi rank, turned to me and 
said: ‘Makes you hate white people.” 


De Klerk: Steel Firm's Sale Marks Privatization 


MB2909114289 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 29 Sep 89Y 


[Text] The state president. Mr F.W. de Klerk, says that the 
offer of ISCOR [Iron and Steel Corporation] shares to the 
public is the government's first real move towards priva- 
tization and that it was the start of further privatization. 


Mr de Klerk said that offer of shares was proof that the 
government was serious about its goals of privatization 
and deregulation, restructuring, and the expansion of 
opportunities for the whole population to participate in 
economic prosperity. 


Commentary Notes Aid to African Neighbors 


MB2909212289 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1400 GMT 29 Sep 89 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] Although the boycotters and sanctioneers are 
continuing their efforts to isolate South Africa, the 
importance and contribution of South Africa in key 
areas of international interaction are acknowledged at 
forums, such as the International Monetary Fund and 
the World Bank. 


At their meeting in Washington this week, these two 
international organizations devoted much attention to 
the foreign debt crisis and the question of economic 
development. On both scores. South Africa has earned 
the respect of the international community. 
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South Africa’s foreign debt is small, and the ratio of her 
foreign debt in total exports in goods and services is only 
85 percent. This compares with 350 percent in the rest of 
sub-Saharan Africa. 


South Africa meets her debt repayments on a regular 
basis. This contrast sharpiy with other African countries, 
as well as many Third World countries where crisis 
conditions exist that have resulted in continual pleas for 
debt rescheduling and even for the writing off of foreign 
debt. 


Development has been set as the chief priority by the 
World Bank for regions such as Africa, where national 
economies are in decline or are stagnating. South Africa 
already plays an important role in infrastructural, agri- 
cultural, and other developments in several of their 
neighbors. 


This role was publicly acknowledged this week by the 
president of the World Bank, Mr Barber Conable. He 
asked South Africa to continue providing development 
investments in Africa. This has, in fact, already been 
done. For example, the chairman of the Development 
Bank of Southern Africa, Dr Simon Brand, described 
this week that his bank would be involved in develop- 
ment projects in Africa totaling 500 million rand in the 
next few years. 


This would be just one way in which South Africa is 
helping with economic development and progress of her 
neighbors in Africa. 


* European Demand for Country’s Platinum To Rise 


34010048 Pretoria DIE AFRIKANER 
in Afrikaans 5 Jul 89 p 5 


[Text] South Africa’s position of power on the sanctions 
front has become unassailable overnight, now that the 
“Green” parties in the European nations have forced 
European auto manufacturers to immediately begin 
installing car exhaust systems containing platinum. 


The short-term demand for platinum will increase so 
much that every South African platinum mine will have 
to operate at full speed and expand rapidly if they want 
to keep ahead. There is room for at least four or five new 
South African platinum mines, which will take up to 6 
years to be developed. This was the opinion of Johnson 
Mathey, the London platinum brokers and international 
refiners. 


According to them, platinum mines outside South Africa 
are an increasingly insignificant factor on the platinum 
market. 


The result is that South Africa, by simply restricting or 
suspending sales of platinum to countries that want to 
enact or maintain sanctions against it, can put an end to 
the entire sanctions threat. During the recent talks in 
Europe conducted by NP [National Party] leader Mr 
F.W. de Klerk, European newspapers and politicians 
dutifully talked about the sanctions that they will enact 
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against South Africa if Mr De Klerk does not undertake 
the “reforms” that he has promised. But the steam has 
already left the sanctions campaign in Europe, which 
knows very well that it is in a pinch. Those people 
threatening sanctions in the United States will also 
realize this before long, say experts. 


The position taken as early as 2 years ago by Mr Jaap 
Marais, leader of the HNP [Reconstituted National 
Party]. to the effect that South Africa must cut the entire 
sanctions movement short by making use of its position 
on the platinum market, is now more applicable than 
ever. The situation is no longer one where foreign 
enemies of South Africa’s whites are enacting or hoping 
to enact sanctions against South Africa, as political 
threats against which the South African government 
offers no resistance out of simple fear or short- 
sightedness. and even turns the other cheek; rather, the 
situation is the exact opposite. 


Leftist South African politicians and ministers are using 
the threat of sanctions from kindred spirits abroad to 
enlist domestic support for the policy of white capitula- 
tion, a policy that they want to pursue, sanctions or no 
sanctions. 


The platinum shock wil! make it increasingly difficult for 
them to maintain that position without losing credi- 
bility. Foreign p.!iticians such as British Prime Minister 
Mrs. Margaret © iatcher will increasingly have to make 
use of direct political pressure instead of threats of 
sanctions in order to make the South African govern- 
ment dance to their tune. 


In the recent elections to the European Parliament, 
which is theoretically the highest authority in the Euro- 
pean Community, the “Greens,” or the environmental 
party, captured around 15 percent of the votes in the 
various member-states, even though they made no mark 
in the last European elections 4 years ago. In order to 
protect themselves against the “Greens” 4 years from 
now—as well as in elections in their own countries 
during that period—the governments of the European 
Community hurriedly adopted the same standards for 
“clean” exhaust fumes in new cars as those made man- 
datory by the United States. 


While Europe used only 250,000 ounces of platinum in 
1988, it is expected that that figure will rise to more than 
one million in 1993. Every year will see the addition of a 
market for another South African platinum mine with a 
production level of 200,000 ounces. The driving force 
behind the rapid consumption of platinum for exhaust 
systems is not consumer demand, but rather the effort by 
European ruling parties to hold on to their seats by 
taking the wind out of the “Greens” sails. 


It is not only demand for pure platinum that is soaring 
abroad. Rhodium, which is a related metal, is also 
needed for the exhaust systems. The ratio is one part 
rhodium to five parts platinum, which is approximately 
the same ratio at which it occurs in the platinum ore 
produced by South African mines. 
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Angola 


Van Dunem Warns Cuba May End Troop Withdrawal 


MB0310202589 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 3 Oct 89 


[Text] Angolan Foreign Minister Pedro de Castro van 
Dunem Loy has warned that the Republic of Cuba could 
suspend the withdrawal of its troops from Angola should 
the United States continue providing aid to UNITA 
{National Union for the Total Independence of Angola]. 
The Angolan minister was speaking to newsmen in New 
York, where he is attending the 44th UN General 
Assembly session. 


Minister Pedro de Castro van Dunem said that U.S. 
officials have repeatedly told Angola that the United 
States would recognize Angola diplomatically and cease 
aiding UNITA if Angola agreed to the withdrawal of the 
Cuban (?forces). Pedro van Dunem said he was awaiting 
confirmation of a meeting with Secretary of State James 
Baker to discuss this issue. 


1,100 Cuban Troops Depart for Home 3 Oct 


MB03 10210989 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 3 Oct 89 


[Excerpt] Today a total of 1.005 Cuban internationalist 
combatants left Luanda for Cuba, thereby fulfilling the 
first phase of the plan for the withdrawal of the Cuban 
military contingent in terms of the New York accords on 
southwestern Africa. The departure of this group brings 
to 21,400 the number of Cuban combatants who have 
already left Angola. [passage omitted] 


Mozambicue 


President Chissano Departs for Angola 4 Oct 


MB04 10082589 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0800 GMT 4 Oct 89 


[Text] President Joaquim Chissano left Maputo this 
morning for Luanda, Angola, to attend the extraordinary 
summit of the five Portuguese-speaking African coun- 
tries. The presidential delegation includes Information 
Minister Teodato Hunguana and Deputy Foreign Affairs 
Minister Manuel 4 = antos. 


The heads of state of .ngola, Mozambique, Cape Verde, 
Guinea-Bissau, and Sao Tome and Principe will discuss 
the Angolan and Mozambican peace processes as well as 
Namibia’s decolonization in the summit which opens in 
Luanda today. 
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Namibia 


300 Still-Active KOEVOET Members Sought 


MB0310155089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1537 GMT 3 Oct 89 


[Text] Windhoek Oct 3 SAPA—South-West African 
[SWA] Police would trace members of the former police 
counterinsurgency unit, KOEVOET, who were absent 
from the official demobilisation parade on Saturday [30 
September] and serve their demobilisation forms on 
ther), an official spokesman, Mr Gerhard Roux, said on 
Tuesday. 


He told a media briefing in Windhoek the administrator- 
general, Mr Louis Pienaar, had instructed the SWA 
police to demobilise KOEVOET in terms of a recent 
United Nations resolution. 


About 300 members of the 1,200-strong paramilitary 
unit, confined to base near Oshakati in northern 
Namibia, were not present when the unit was demobil- 
ised on Saturday. 


The police had been instructed to find them and serve 
their demob forms on them within the next two days, Mr 
Roux said. 


He added there would be no more demobilisation 
parades and the unit’s weapons and equipment were 
under lock and key at the Okave base near Oshakati. 


No weapons were taken from the base by KOEVOET 
members since their confinement to base in August this 
year. 


He also pointed out the unit would still receive its 
normal pension pay and had not been “dismissed from 
the police”. 


“What happens after independence is a matter for the 
new government to decide”, Mr Roux said. 


The regional commissioner of the SWA Police in 
northern Namibia, Major-General Hans Dreyer, who 
founded the unit, was “still on leave and will be on leave 
until further notice’, Mr Roux said. He added Gen 
Dreyer was “not really a member of KOEVOET™. 


A full report on the demobilisation would be issued later, 
Mr Roux said. 


Civilian UN Officials’ Evacuation Plans Noted 


MB0310174889 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1734 GMT 3 Oct 89 


[Text] Johannesburg Oct 3 SAPA—AII civilian members 
of UNTAG [UN Transition Assistance Group] have 
been told to be prepared to evacuate from Namibia at 
short notice, according to the contents of a confidential 
document which was revealed on Tuesday. 
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UNTAG staff are instructed to keep their vehicles filled 
with fuel and to keep a packed suitcase and about 200 
US dollars in travellers cheques near at hand. 


In reaction to the release of the document by the 
SWAPO [South-West African People’s Organization] 
newspaper, THE NAMIBIAN, UNTAG spokesman Mr 
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Fred Eckhard said the instructions were part of a stan- 
dard safety plan for all United Nations officials abroad. 


He would not say if the distribution of the document was 
related to the assassination of SWAPO official, Mr 
Anton Lubowski. However it was known that after that 
attack on UNTAG officers, UN special representative, 
Mr Martti Ahtisaari. had ordered that security measures 
be tightened. 
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Benin 


Class Boycott Reportedly Continues 


AB03 10083389 Lome Domestic Service in French 
0615 GMT 3 Oct 89 


[Text] In the People’s Republic of Benin, the strike by 
teachers and students is continuing. Twenty-two thou- 
sand public school teachers, who have been on strike 
since April, did not resume work yesterday. This action 
led to the postponement of the resumption of classes at 
the schools and the university in Benin. However, classes 
did resume yesterday morning as scheduled in the pri- 
vate secondary schools in Cotonou and in Porto Novo, 
but only a small member of Beninese students attend 
these institutions. 


Several dozen students also reported yesterday afternoon 
on the campus of the Cotonou University at Abomey 
Calayi, 15 km from the Beninese capital, when they 
heard that the university authorities were going to dis- 
burse grants for 1985 and 1986, amounting to 50,000 
CFA [African Financial Community] francs for each 
student. It is reported that 2,169 university students are 
affected by this measure. However, classes have not yet 
resumed at the university, 2nd no students have regis- 
tered yet for the 1989-199 icedemic year. 


President Kerekou Receives Mauritanian Minister 


AB2909140089 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
0615 GMT 29 Sep 89 


[Text] The head of state yesterday received the Mauri- 
tanian minister of fisheries and maritime economy, 
Mohammed Sidina Ould Sidya, who delivered a message 
from President Taya to President Kerekou. He seized the 
opportunity to discuss the problems of the subregion 
with the Beninese head of state. On the dispute between 
his country and Senegal, the Mauritanian emissary made 
a statement to the press after the audience, shifting 
blame on Senegal for the non-settlement of the conflict. 
Mr Ould Sidya further declared as null and void the 
border issue being raised by Senegal. 


Gabon 


AFP: Four Arrested in Alleged Coup Plot 


AB0310191389 Paris AFP in English 1832 GMT 
3 Oct 89 


[Text] Libreville, Oct 3 (AFP)}—Gabonese authorities 
have arrested four people. including a key army officer, 
following the discovery last month of a coup plot against 
President Omar Bongo, a reliable source said here 
Tuesday. Those detained were the commander of the 
Presidential Guard, Mathias Boussoungou, National 
Gendarmerie Colonel Mabounda Moussavou, a 
Gabonese water board official, Doukaka Nziengui, and 
an unnamed customs worker, the source said. Mr 
Nziengui was arrested on September 16 and documents 
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were seized during several raids on his home in the 
Gabonese capital. The others were held in the next few 
days. 


Investigators were looking for a cassette of a press 
conference given by Pierre Maboundou, foreign affairs 
director of the Agency for Cultural and Technical Coop- 
eration (ACCT), based in Paris. Security forces were 
currently looking for the water board official’s three 
brothers, said to be fleeing, the source added. 


Mr. Maboundou is the founder of the previously little- 
known opposition movement, the Union of the 
Gabonese People (UPS), according to unconfirmed 
reports here. In the past two months, the UPG has sent 
telex. messages to several prominent people and news 
agencies, criticising Mr. Bongo’s single-party regime, 
formed after he took office in December 1967. 


The UPG also claimed responsibility for an “attack” in 
July on the TransGabon Railway, but the incident 
proved to have been a fire in a worksite hut that did not 
affect traffic on the line. 


Persistent rumours here have it that the coup plotters 
were well funded by unknown sources and had support 
among foreign businessmen and financiers in Gabon. 
They asked European mercenaries to back their coup 
bid, according to these reports. 


The ACCT groups some 20 nations in a professedly 
non-political agency set up among francophone nations 
in Niamey, the Niger capital, in 1970. 


Ivory Coast 


Joint Police-Army Patrols Said in Abidjan 
ABO03 10222289 Paris AFP in French 1417 GMT 
3 Oct 8Y 


[Text] Abidjan, 3 Oct (AFP)}—Some 800 Ivorian police. 
gendarmes, and soldiers participated on Monday 2 
October in the first joint operation to maintain order 
organized in Abidjan at the request of President 
Houphouet-Boigny to combat insecurity, an AFP 
reporter noticed. This is the first time in Ivory Coast's 
history that the National Armed Forces of the Ivory 
Coast (FANCI) have been called upon to help maintain 
order. On 26 September. Felix Houphouet-Boigny. in his 
capacity as the head of the Armed Forces, ordered their 
deployment across the country and at the borders to 
support the police and the gendarmerie. This decision 1s 
in response to the growing concerns of Ivorians and 
foreigners over the increase in crime in the Ivory Coast. 


Nearly 250 soldiers, including about 50 men from the 
Presidential Guard, were mobilized Monday night to 
patrol the “hot” areas of the Ivorian metropolis (over 2 
million inhabitants) accompanied by some 300 
policemen and members of the Republican Company for 
Security (CRS), and about 200 gendarmes. “We are just 
occupying the streets to show that we are present. Using 
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force or even operating roundups, which would mean 
using more human resources than what was used tonight, 
is out of the question,” according to a police officer who 
asked to remain anonymous. He insisied on the deter- 
rent nature of the operation. 


General Issouf Kone, the Ivorian minister of internal 
security, accompanied by a senior officer from head- 
quarters, came late at night to supervise the security 
arrangements in the 10 municipal areas of Greater 
Abidjan. The CRS had taken up positions on the major 
roads of the city, setting up checkpoints at crossroads 
and on the bridges. Soldiers, accompanied by policemen 
and gendarmes, combed the city. 


The results of the operation: Entire areas in Treichville 
which are generally bustling and lively even late at night 
were deserted, and some 50 suspects were detained at the 
police station until Tuesday morning to verify their 
identity. Official sources say these operations are “gen- 
eral rehearsals” aimed at coordinating the activities of 
the various forces deployed. They will continue the next 
few days. 


Employers Union Assesses Debt, Economy 


ABO110170189 Paris AFP in French 1132 GMT 
1 Oct 8&9 


[By Bernard Nicolas] 


[Text] Abidjan, | Oct (AFP)—The Ivory Coast 
Employers Union has just stated loud and clear tht 
“liberalism does not mean laxity and laissez-faire.” and 
called on the state to play its role because the govern- 
ment has made liberalism the cornerstone of its policy 
for 30 years. This critical restatement by the official 
Ivory Coast Employers Union (UPCI) was made by its 
president, Joseph Aka Anghui during the “National 
Dialogue Week” organized last week by President Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny for political, administrative, eco- 
nomic, and military cadres of the country. 


While the UPCI does not reject the official version on 
the causes of the crisis—the fall in world prices for raw 
materials—it goes on to enumerate at length the evils of 
society because it fears that “one day businesses will no 
longer be able to rely on an effective administration, on 
police which protect lives and property, and on a judi- 
ciary that defends rights.” 


First of all, the Ivorian Goveriment is a bad payer of 
debts: It owes the banks 97 billion [CFA (African Finan- 
cial Community) francs], and 14 billion to exporters, 
while its Stabilization and Support Fund for Agricultural 
Production Prices (CAISTAB) owes banks 28 billion 
CFA francs and 100 billion to exporters (who have 
contracted debts to the tune of 55 billion francs fron 
banks), the UPCI disclosed. Thus in a country of 12 
million people, the state owes at least 239 billion CFA 
francs (Fr47.8 billion), that is nearly 8 percent of GNP, 
not to mention the tens of billions of dollars of external 
debt which the UPCI did not mention. Up to now, these 
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figures were confidential and, although they were known 
in economic circles, were officially denied. 


The UPCI has indentified the most “afflicted” sectors 
(banks, exporters, insurance firms, automobile dealers, 
public works, and housing) and pointed out some bottle- 
necks and malfunctionings of the national system. The 
credibility of banks has been “seriously shaken both with 
their Ivorian clients and with foreign financial backers.” 
With very large loans to the state, the banks are suffering 
from a “liquidity crisis” and are “no longer able to 
normally ensure their traditional services such as: supply 
of funds to cashiers, internal and external fund transfers, 
etc...” and that will bring about “an extremely difficult 
start for the next cocoa and coffee season.’ Bank over- 
drafts for CAISTAB and for exporters “are preventing” 
the banks for the moment from the usual financing of 
preparations for the upcoming agricultural season: reha- 
bilitation and overhauling of factories, purchases of bags 
and new equipment, and the financing of recognized 
produce buyers—that is, advances for exporters and 
their intermediaries with the farmers. 


As for the insurance companies, their “reserves no longer 
cover their commitments”, and “from being the institu- 
tional investors that they were, they have become bor- 
rowers,” especially because of the “high rate of compen- 
sation claims awarded by the courts, namely road 
accident claims—more than 10 billion CFA francs in 
losses over the past 3 years. 


“This evolution has ended up affecting the international 
market, and Ivorians face more and more difficulties in 
winning confidence in the internation:: market’, and 
this they can only do “at a prohibitive cost” which they 
“cannot long bear.” Although it sounds disturbing, this 
formulation remains prudent if one considers the persis- 
tent rumors of the imminent disappearance of a subsid- 
iary of a major French insurance company and the 
refusal of most foreign reinsurers to cover Ivory Coast 
beyond 31 December this year. The number of automo- 
bile registrations fell from 22,500 in 1980 to 9,500 in 
1988 and probably 7,500 this year, which has caused the 
state to lose some 150 billion CFA francs in shortfalls 
from peripheral activities (like taxes on fuel, insurance, 
transport, vehicle taxes, and so on...). The leading cause 
is the import taxes and customs duties that vary from 97 
percent to 106 percent on cars and buses, as well as the 
importing of “used vehicles banned from circulation in 
Europe’, which creates severe competition and poses a 
danger to the security of travelers. 


With regard to the building and public works sector, it is 
“afflicted within an economy in crisis”. In spite of two 
road construction programs undertaken since 1985, “the 
role of the public sector has been limited to exerting 
constant pressure on prices”. To this must be added the 
fate of small- and medium-scale enterprises, victims of 
“the notorious anarchy that has taken root in the small 
distribution sector.” The UPCI “is afraid that it cannot 
recover, in the short run, conditions that favor a revival 
of business although such a recovery is noticeable to 
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some extent all over the world,” and it began presenting 
its petitions with a call for stopping fraud which has 
assumed “serious proportions”. The UPCI called for “a 
sustained determination to pursue and punish” the per- 
petrators of fraudulent deals, and their accomplices,” 
and an “unceasing war against fraud, corruption, and 
insecurity, which must lead to perventive sanctions” 
instead of” the feebleness that still prevails. 


The UPCI particularly regretted the fact that “several 
recent cases of persistent and large-scale fraud” had “led 
to light fines incompatible with the duties lost by the 
public treasury”, and it attacked the courts for their 
“judgements that are sometimes surprising in their 
indulgence”. After this severe account, the UPCI presi- 
dent found it necessary to add a tribute to “the beneficial 
actions pursued for nearly half a century” by President 
Houphouet-Boigny, and his “enlightened leadership” of 
the nation, but the government-owned press reported 
none of his remarks. 


Liberia 


Reestablishment of Ties With Taiwan Planned 9 Oct 


ABO> 10150489 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1709 GMT 2 Oct 89 


[Text] The Governments of Liberia and China will on 9 
October sign a joint communique formally restoring 
diplomatic relations between both countries. According 
to a Foreign Ministry release, the ceremony will take 
place in Taipei, China. The Liberian Government's 
decision to reestablish diplomatic relations with China, 
the release said, is consistent with its policy of main- 
taining friendly ties with all nations and peoples of our 
common world. The latest development follows the 
signing recently of a memorandum of understanding by 
Liberia’s Acting Foreign Minister Williams Booh, and 
China's vice minister of foreign affairs, John H. Chang. 
The signing ceremony took place in Monrovia. 


PRC Embassy: ‘Erroneous Decision’ 


ABO04 10095589 Paris AFP in English 2042 GMT 
3 Oct 89 


[Text] Monrovia, Oct 3 (AFP)}—China has called on 
Liberia to correct its “erroneous” decision to restore 
diplomatic ties at ambassador level with Taiwan, or take 
responsibility for the “consequences,” a Chinese 
Embassy spokesman told journalists Tuesday. 


The spokesman did not spell out these consequences, but 
indicated that China suspended reltions with Grenada in 
August after the Caribbean country made a similar 
decision. 


The official said he hoped that Liberia could correct the 
“mistake,” arguing that a protocol signed between 
Liberia and China establishing diplomatic relations said 
that Beijing is the “sole legal government of China. and 
Taiwan is an inalienabl part of Chinese territory.” 
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A Liberia Foreign Ministry statement which announced 
the decision late Monday said the government was acting 
in “pursuance of its policy of maintaining friendly 
relations with all nations and peoples of the world.” 


A joint Communique normalizing relations with Taiwan 
is to be signed by the two governments on October 9 in 
Taipei, the statement said. 


It said the decision to establish relations followed a 
memorandum of understanding signed here on Sep- 
tember 29 by Taiwanese Vice Foreign Minister John H. 
Chang and Liberian Acting Forcign Minister William 
Bull. 


Taiwan Foreign Minister Lien Chan on Monday 
announced the re-established ties in Taipes. 


Monrovia and Taipei established relations in 1957 but 
Taiwan severed them in 1977 when the West African 
nation decided to recognize China. 


Government Pays Part of IMF, World Bank Debt 


ABO110125189 Monrovia Radio EL WA in Enelish 
2210 GMT 30 Sep 89 


[Text] The Liberian Government has paid $1 million 
against its debt to the International Monetary Fund 
[IMF] and the World Bank. A telex message from the 
Liberian Information Center in Washington, DC. is 
quoted as saying that discussions are also under way 
about Liberia’s arrears with the African Development 
Bank. The message quoted an IMF newsletter as saying 
Liberia has broken agreement on its arrears with the IMF 
and the World Bank. The payment follows discussions 
between IMF officials and Liberia’s finance minister, 
Fmmanuel Shaw, who spoke of the country’s economic 
reconstruction program. According the information 
minister, Emmanuel Bowier, who was also at the talks, 
Liberia wants to (?avoid) the plight of sanctions against 
countries which fail to meet their obligations to the IMF. 


It has been reported that the U.S. assistant secretary of 
state for Africa, Herman Cohen, is due to visit Liberia 
shortly and that the United States is widely interested to 
lead a support group of countries which would help 
Liberia raise funds to repay its arrears. Meanwhile. the 
IMF officials who recently visited Monrovia are due 
back in the country in October to do a detailed study of 
the country’s financial capacity. The IMF officials will 
be looking at Liberia’s new economic measures. 


Mali 


Kuwaiti Amir Arrives for 3-Day Visit 29 Sep 


AB3009100889 Bamako Domestic Service in krench 
1800 GMT 29 Sep &9 


[Excerpt] Kuwait Amir Shaykh Jabir al-Ahmad al-Jabir 
al-Sahab arrived in Bamako this morning for a 3-day 
official visit to Mali. He was accorded an enthusiastic 
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and popular welcome at the Bamako-Senou Interna- 
tional Airport. Sikidi Konate was there: 


{Begin Konate recording] At 0956 GMT the Kuwaiti 
Airways Boeing 747 landed at the Bamako-Senou Inter- 
national Airport. On board was the Amir of Kuwait, His 
Highness Shaykh Jabir al-Sahab, who is on a 3-day visit 
io our country. He ts accompanied by a high-level 
Kuwaiti delegation. The illustrious guest was met at the 
foot of ramp by the secretary general of the party and 
president of the Republic, General Moussa Traore. 
members of the Central Executive Bureau [BEC], mem- 
bers of the government, the National Assembly, the 
Economic and Social Council, and ambassadors accred- 
ited to our country. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Ends Visit, Departs for Niamey 


1B0110134989 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 1 Oct &Y 


[Excerpt] The amir of Kuwait, His Highness Shaykh 
Jabir al-Ahmad al-Jabir al-Sabah, has ended his visit to 
Mali. He left Bamako this morning for Niamey, Niger, at 
the end of a 3-day visit. [passage omitted] 


Senegal Envoy Meets Traore on Mauritanian Crisis 


41B0210114089 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 1 Oct 8Y 


[ Text] Yesterday, Genera! Moussa Traore. the secretary 
general of the Democratic Union of Malian People and 
president of the Republic, received Mr Medoun Fall, the 
Senegalese minister of national defense. Mr Fall deliv- 
ered a message from President Abdou Diouf to Gen 
Moussa Traore. The discussions by the two men focused 
on the current developments prevailing in our subregion. 
The Senegalese minister spoke to Mamadou Sanoga at 
the end of the meeting. 


{Begin Fall recording] | will tell you what we always tell 
you. My visit 1s in line with our bilateral relations, which 
are very good. It is within this context that I came to see 
President Moussa Traore, on behalf of his brother and 
friend, President Abdou Diouf. | will not stop here, 
because you are going to ask me if we discussed the 
problems Senegal is having with some of its neighbors. | 
will therefore reply to the question you have not yet 
asked. 


We certainly discussed that issue and | am very happy 
about the optimism expressed by President Moussa 
Traore concerning those problems, especially on our 
relations with Mauritania, which ts presently the most 
difficult issue. | beheve that motivated by this desire to 
help. he will continue to do everything possible to ensure 
that relations between Senegal and Mauritania are 
restored and that things return to normal. [end 
recording] 


Present at the meeting were Dyanko Cissoko, secretary 
general of the presidency, Dr Ngolo Traore, minister of 
foreign affairs and international cooperation, General 
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Mamadou Coulibaly, minister delegate to the Ministry 
of Defense, General Filifing Sossoko, principal private 
secretary at the president's office, Tidjani Cisse, adviser 
for political affairs; and Amadou Laka Diakite, technical 
adviser at the president's office. 


Traore Receives Beninese Minister, Kerekou Message 


4AB2909140689 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 28 Sep 89 


{Text} General Moussa Traore, general secretary of the 
Democratic Union of Mahan People and president of 
the Republic, today received Ousmane Batoko, Benin’s 
minister of information and communication, who deliv- 
ered a message from His Excellency Mathieu Kerekou, 
president of the Republic of Benin and chairman of the 
West African Economic Community [CEAQO]. Their 
talks centered on the good relations between Mali and 
Benin and the forthcoming CEAO summit. The 
Beninese minister was accompanied to the audience by 
our compatriot Mamadou Haidara, CEAO secretary 
general. 


Envoy Leaves for Mauritania With Traore Message 


AB2709218789 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 27 Sep 89 


| Text] Industry, Water Resources, and Energy Minister 
Amadou Deme today left for Nouakchott with a message 
from President General Moussa Traore for his brother 
and friend, Colonel! Maaouiya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya, 
chairman of the Military Committee for National Salva- 
tion and head of state of Mauritania. 


Soviet Trade Union Participates in Seminar 


AB3010175189 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 30 Sep 89 


[Excerpts] This morning. Mrs Diallo Lala Sy, minister of 
employment and civ! service, presided over the opening 
ceremony of a seminar for senior trade union officials. The 
meeting took place in the presence of Mr Bakary Karambe, 
secretary general of the National Union of Malian 
Workers, the representative of the Soviet All-i. aton Cen- 
tral Counci! of Trade Unions, and several high-ranking 
officials. Here is Ibrahim Famgam Coulibaly: 


| Begin recording} This economic seminar for trade union 
officials has been jointly organized by our trade union 
organization and the Soviet All-Union Central Council 
of Trade Unions. For | week, lecturers will define 
strategies for the training of trade union cadres in the 
strugigle for socioeconomic development. [passage 
omitted] 


Mrs Diallo Lala Sy once again reitereated her readiness 
to work with the National Union of Malian Workers so 
that measures are taken to promote the welfare of 
workers and to see to their effective and responsible 
involvement in the national reconstruction effort. [end 
recording} 
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Niger 


Saibou Interviewed on Referendum Results 


AB3009115389 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 28 Sep 89 


[Interview with President Ali Saibou on the recent 
national referendum by unidentified reporters from 
AFP, VOA, and Africa No | in Niamey on 26 Septem- 
ber—recorded] 


[Excerpts] [First reporter] Mr President, our listeners 
would like to know your impressions of the over- 
whelming approval of the national referendum on the 
Constitution by the Nigerois people. 


{Saibou] Obviously | am very pleased with the massive 
support for the Constitution by my people, who 
responded to our appeal. The results fully met our 
aspirations. 


{Second reporter] Mr President, the Constitution, which 
has just been approved. safeguards individual freedom. 
as in all so-called civilized and democratic countries. 
Does this mean that henceforth in Niger, the youth can 
criticize—you have personally founded private newspa- 
pers and private radios—and fully express their views on 
issues concerning them? 


[Saibou] The Constitution is very clear. As for freedom of 
speech, I think everyone in the country has been freely 
expressing his views for the past 2 years. Every constitu- 
tion has its limits. According to this Constitution, there is 
no harm in making legitimate criticism. If 1 am not 
criticized, | wonder why | am here. | therefore think 
criticism can be useful at (all levels). But there are two 
kinds of criticism. Constructive criticism is most welcome. 


[Second reporter] The next stage in the process leading to 
normal constitutional life will certarnly be legislative and 
presidential elections. At the last congress, you spoke of 
allowing several people to run at the grass-roots level. 
Will this be true in the legislative elections? 


[Saibou] We have already decided on this issue. As you 
know, the presidential candidate is nominated by Con- 
gress. It was the Congress that has already met that 
proposed the sole candidate. And so on this point the 
decision has already been made. 


Concerning the legislators, we have just finished exam- 
ining the electoral law and rules. We have made a 
geographic participation so that every district and 
municipality will have its own legislator. Furthermore, 
cach will have at most two additional candidates, 
according to the size of its population. In short, we shall 
finally have 93 legislators, on the basis of one legislator 
for every 80,000 inhabitants. We would have liked to 
have fewer legislators. But the choice is made at the 
grass-roots level. In every district, there may be from 10 
to 15 candidates who will be elected. At the department 
level, there 1s a similar number of candidates—1!3 to 
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14—who will be proposed or elected by the people. It is 
thes list that will be presented for the legislative elections. 


[Third reporter] What are your current priority pro- 
grams. regarding Niger's economic situation? 


[Saibou] We still have the same priorities: rural devel- 
opment, health, education, and housing. Our priorities 
have therefore not changed. [passage omitted] 


[Second reporter] As Niger draws the curtain on 15 years 
of military rule and introduces normal constitutional 
life, are any new prospects in sight regard’\\g aid from 
economic partners and foreign donors? By ‘reating an 
atmosphere of trust, are you expecting sc. e benefits 
from your friends and economic partners? 


[Saibou] As you know, even before our decision to usher 
in the Second Republic. all the conditions were ripe in 
Niger for the people to recover their dignity and 
freedom, which are the essential conditions for good 
work. It would not be right to say that we are introducing 
the Second Republic to get foreign aid. We have already 
created an atmosphere conducive to peaceful work. But, 
of course, if there is aid from international donors of 
goodwill, it will be most welcome. 


President Saibou, Amir of Kuwait Hold Talks 


ABO210213089 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 2 Oct 8&9 


[Text] This afternoon, on tie second day of his official 
visit to our country, Amir of Ku vait Shaykh Jabir 
al-Ahmad al-Jabir al-Sabah. along with the Niger head of 
State, attended various sport activities organized at the 
Niamey hippodrome. There was a camel race, horse and 
donkey race, as well as traditional wrestling between 
wrestlers from Dosso, Tillaberi, and Niamey. At the end 
of these sport activities, the Amir of Kuwait received a 
gift from President Ali Saibou: it was a harnessed camel. 
Before attending these activities, the two heads of state 
held brief private talks at [name indistinct]. 


Tonight, President Ali Saibou will host a dinner in honor 
of his distinguished guest, the amir of Kuwait. 


Joint Communique Issued 


LDO4 10045889 Kuwait KUNA in Enelish 1257 GMT 
3 Oct &Y 


[Text] Niamey, Oct 3 (KUNA)}—Kuwait and Niger 
Tuesday expressed their full support and solidarity with 
the Palestinian people and its uprising and condemned 
the brutal tactics of the Israeli authorities in the occupied 
Arab territoris. 


In a joint communique, issued at the conclusion of the 
visit of H.H. the amir of Kuwait to Niger, the two 
countries’ leaders H.H. Shaykh Jabir al-Ahmad al-Sabah 
and General Ali Saibou affirmed that a lasting solution 
to the Middle East crisis cannot be realized without the 
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convocation of a U.N.-sponsored international peace 
conference, with the participation of all parties con- 
cerned, including the PLO. 


On the situation in Lebanon, Kuwait and Niamey said 
that they are totally beind efforts of the three-member 
Arab League commitice, entrusted with coming up with 
a solution to the protracted crisis in Lebanon. 


H.H. the amir and President Saibou have also called for 
a lasting and comprehensive peace in the Arabian Gulf, 
indicating in this regard that U.N. Resolution 598 is the 
ideal way to reach this goal. 


On Afro-Arab cooperation, the two leaders expressed 
satisfaction over the outcome of the !0th session of 
Afro-Arab Cooperation Standing Committee, held in 
Kuwait last June, affirming their desire to put the 
resolutions of that mecting into force. 


Shaykh Jabir and President Saibou expressed profound 
concern over the burden of African debts, which hinder 
the economic and social progress of this continent. 


They hailed measures by industrialised creditor states 
aimed at forgiving some African debts and called on the 
international community to comply with efforts of the 
organisation of African unity toward convening an inter- 
national conference on this problem. 


On the political front in Africa, the two leaders expressed 
solidarity with the South African people in their struggle 
against racial discrimination and affrmed their support 
of the African National Congress (ANC) and all the other 
liberation movements in South Africa. 


They alsu demanded a speedy and unconditional release 
of anti-apartheid activist Nelson Mandela and all other 
political prisoners in South Africa. 


The two countries expressed relief over the restoration of 
peace and stability to Namibia, Angola and Mozam- 
bique, and called on Senegal and Mauritania to coop- 
erate with the OAU and the OIC to end the dispute 
between them. 


In respect to Kuwait-Nigerois relations, the two leaders 
expressed satisfaction ovi'r the present status of these ties 
and affirmed their intention to enhance them further. 


H.H. the amir expressed his country’s readiness to 
contribute to the economic development of Niger. 


He also thanked President Saibou for the warm hospi- 
tality during his three-day stay in Niamey and invited 
him to visit Kuwait. The invitation was accepted, but no 
date has been set. 


‘Protocols of Understanding’ Signed With Canada 
AB3009121089 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 28 Sep 89 


[Summary] The secretary of state delegate to the min- 
ister of foreign affairs and cooperation in charge of 
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cooperation and the Canadian ambassador to Niger have 
signed two protocols of understanding relating io two 
projects. According to the first agreement. worth 1.7 
milhon Canadian dollars, approximately 425 milhon 
CFA [African Financial Community] francs. Canada has 
agreed to carry out development projects on the Niger 
secuion of the Pan-African Telecommunications 'Net- 
work [PANAFTEL] by supplying the network with tech- 
nical assistance and the supplying cquipment (0 the 
Posts and Telecommunications Department [OPT] in 
order to help the OPT increase its services. The second 
agreement covers a line of credit for the supply of 
equipment for the PANAFTEL totalling over 316 mil- 
hon CFA francs. 


Nigeria 


Chiefs of Oil, Gas Companies ‘Suspended 


1B2909203689 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 29 Sep 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Nigeria’s already beleaguered oil and gas industry 
has plunged deeper into crisis. A row has been brewing 
between the top bosses of the National Petroleum Cor- 
poration, NNPC, and the recently formed Liquified Gas 
Company on the one hand. and the government ministry 
in charge on the other. It flared up last weekend and now 
the chief executives of the two companies have been 
suspended indefinitely. From Lagos. Shola Odumfa tel- 
exed this report. 


[Begin studio announcer recording} The two men, Mr R-S. 
Adams, managing director of NNPC, and Dr (Ayike 
Oniah), managing director of the gas company, were sent 
home last Friday [22 September] at the cli~.ax of the clash 
of authority with the minister of petroleum resources, Dr 
Rilwanu Lukman, over appointments to senior positions 
in the gas company. Industry sources disclosed that the 
clash was over the qualification of persons to be appointed 
to senior management positions in the company. The 
executives insisted that such persons should be drawn 
from the corps of experienced professionals in the NNPC. 
whereas the minister disagreed. 


When the two parties could not agree on the qualifica- 
tions for the positions, the minister was said to have 
sought and obtained approval from President Ibrahim 
Babangida for his own stand and, thereafter, he applied 
ministerial fiat to appoint his nominees without 
informing the managing director. Dr (Oniah) countered 
by turning the new men away when they reported in his 
office to assume duties. The in-fighting then shifted to 
the boardroom. According to the influential Lagos news- 
paper THE GUARDIAN, in a report personally signed 
by its editor, Mr Femi Kusah, today, Dr (Oniah) got the 
issuc Of the ministers’ appointees removed from the 
agenda of the board meeting held last week. The report 
said that one of the ministers’ aides at the meeting then 
went to the next room and reported the developments to 
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the minister by telephone. The minister immediately 
summoned the board chairman and directed him to get 
the appointments approved. It was done. 


Last Friday, Dr (Oniah) and Mr Adams were served 
suspension letters. The newspaper reported that Mr 
Adams was arrested last night but the report is yet to be 
confirmed. 'end recording] 


‘Low-Income’ Country Reclassification Advantageous 
1B2809164089 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 28 Sep 89 


[Text] The Federal Government has said that the reclas- 
sification of Nigeria as a low-income country will not 
affect its political influence in Africa. This was stated in 
Washington yesterday by the minister of state for plan- 
ning and budget, Alhajy: Abubakar Alhaji. He explained 
that the reclassification followed the drastic drop in the 
per capita income of the country. The sharp drop has 
been attributed to the decline in crude oil price and the 
devaluation of the naira. Alhaji Abubakar’s remarks 
tallied with the view expressed by a senior World Bank 
official, who said that, in terms of overall income and 
population, Nigeria remained a dominant economy in 
sub-Saharan Africa. According to the official, the only 
negative consequence of the reclassification is a problem 
of perception, pointing out that the advantages far 
outweighed the problems. The advantages, reports said, 
included Nigeria’s eligibility for soft loans from the 
International Development Agency, IDA, and the 
increased access by Nigerians to IDA-funded projects. 


National Day Observed; Prisoners Released 


180110071289 Lagos Domestic Service in Enelish 
0600 GMT 1 Oct 8Y 


[Text] Today ts the 29th anniversary of Nigeria's inde- 
pendence. For the first time in several years, the occasion 
is devoid of any official activity such as parades of school 
children and the military personne! at the federal level. It 
is, however, understood that there will be parades in the 
State capitals, local government headquarters and the 
federal capital territory, Abuja. Later this morning. 
church services are to be held in parts of the country to 
mark the anniversary. Similar services were carlier con- 
ducted in mosques, and these were attended by digni- 
taries in both the public and private sectors. 


The federal government has ordered the unconditional 
release of 26 students who have been in detention 
following student demonstrations last May. The govern- 
ment has also directed state governors to release the 
underage, old, the sick, and handicapped prisoners in 
their areas in commemoration of the nation’s 29th 
independence anniversary. This was contained in a state- 
ment by the director of prisons, Mr Musa Egu, on hehalf 
of the minister of internal affairs. He said the govern- 
ment also considered the release of the prisoners in 
commemoration of the 125th anniversary of the Inter- 
national Red Cross and the Red Crescent Movement. Mr 
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Egu explained that the International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement approached all countries that were 
signatories to the Geneva Convention on the formation 
of the movement to consider granting humanitarian 
justice to prisoners under some categories. The catego- 
res include political prisoners, the underage. prisoners 
above 55 years, as well as sick and handicapped pris- 
oners. The statement noted that as at today, no political 
prisoner 1s being held in any Nigerian prison. 


Babangida Discusses New People’s Bank 
180110211089 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 1 Oct &Y 


[Text] The Federal Government has approved the estab- 
lishment of a People’s Bank of Nigeria. The bank 1s to 
cater for the interest of the majority of the underprivi- 
leged working population who are not adequately taken 
care of by previous government policies. President 
Ibrahim Babangida announced this today in a message to 
mark the country’s 29th independence anniversary. 


He explained that the decision to sct up the bank was in 
consonnance with the policy for the promoting the 
welfare of all Nigerians, especially the ordinary citizens. 
The son mandate of the bank 1s to give credit facilities to 
individuals who do not have easy access to loans under 
the present system operated by conventional commercial 
banks. Beneficiaries of the new financial institution will 
include self-employed technicians, such as vulcanizers, 
plumbers, clectricians, and roadside mechanics. Others 
are small-scale farmers, poultry and other livestock 
farmers, taslors, truck-pushers, barbers, hairdressers, and 
washmen. 


General Babangida made it clear that no security or 
collateral would be required for such loans and paper 
work would be considerably minimized. A minimum 
charge of not more than § percent will be made in respect 
of cach loan to cover overhead and operations costs. The 
president, however, emphasized that beneficiaries must 
be Nigerians engaged in legitimate economic activities in 
both urban and rural areas. Gen Babangida added that in 
order to ensure that the objectives of the scheme were 
achieved, only the less priviledged members of the 
society as confirmed by the various trades and protes- 
sional groups were qualified to borrow money from the 
bank. Similarly, the services of the new institutions will 
not only be available in the conventional branches, but 
on the field where people normally carry on thei? trades 
and (°services). The idea is to avoid delays and frustra- 
tion. The pilot stage of the scheme ts to be commissooned 
on Tuesday [3 October]. 


Already, six communities in Lagos State and two cach in 
Sokoto, Niger, Anambra, Benue, and Cross River States 
have been chosen for the p:lot stage. Implementation of 
the credit scheme on a nationwide basis will commence 
in January next year. Gen Babangida declared: This 1s 
the bank of the masses, it 1s created to lighten your 
burden and help you achieve progress and independence 
in your business. 
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On the political transition program, the president 
remarked that next year would be crucial as the elections 
for the governorship and state legis! tures will be held. 
He explained that this year’s independence anniversary 
celebration was low-key to enable Nigerians reflect on 
the past and the future with a view to converting 
identifiable lhabilities into assets. Gen Babangida said 
Nigerians should be grateful to God that in spite of all 
the political and economic problems of the past, the 
nation had remained united and peaceful. 


Envoy From Senegal Briefs President Babangida 


AB3009183389 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 30 Sep 89 


[Text] The Federal Government has expressed its sup- 
port for the efforts made by President Abdou Diouf of 
Senegal to resolve the dispute between his country and 
three neighboring states—Gambia, Mauritama, and 
Guinea-Bissau. President Ibrahim Babangida told a spe- 
cial envoy of the Senegalese leader today at Dodan 
Barracks that Nigeria appreciated the genuine desire of 
the Senegalese Government at settling the disputes. 
General Babangida commended the statesmanship of 
President Diouf and recalled that able manner in which 
he brought Africa's economic problems to international 
limelight when he was the OAU chairman. 


The Senegalese envoy, who is also that country’s Armed 
Forces minister, had earlier briefed Gen Babangida on 
the circumstance: which led to the conflict between 
Senegal and her three neighbors. 


Army Chief Leaves for France, China 2 Oct 


ABO210184889 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 2 Oct &Y 


[Text] A Federal Government delegation, led by the 
chief of army staff, Lieutenant General Sani Abacha, left 
Lagos today for a 10-day official visit to France and 
China. While there, General Abache will hold talks with 
his counterparts on ways of strengthening military coop- 
eration between Nigeria and the countries. 


Paper Reports on Ita Oko Detention Camp 


AB2909135889 Lacos Domestic Service in Enelish 
0600 GMT 29 Sep 89 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The reported revelations some months ago that 
government was running a detention camp at Ita Oko, an 
island isolated in the Atlantic Ocean, attracts the attention 
of the NATIONAL CONCORD. The paper calls on gov- 
ernment to rise to the challenge and issuc a statement on 
the matter. The NATIONAL CONCORD advises the 
government to open up the island the way it opened up the 
NSO [National Security Organization] dungeons in 1985. 
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Country's Election to IAEA Reported 


AB300918S5489 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 30 Sep 89 


[Text] Nigeria :s among |! countries elected into the 
International Atomic Energy Agency [IAEA] at a recent 
conference in Geneva. They include Iraq, Saudi Arabia, 
Venezuela, Belgium, and Chile. Others are Czechoslo- 
vakia, Italy, [placename indistinct}, Poland, and ,place- 
name indistinct}. 


Delegates to the conference will give their political, 
social, economic, and (?institutional) considerations to 
play an important role in the nuclear field. 


Senegal 


Senegambia Confederation Dissolved 30 Sep 


AB3010215689 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1830 GMT 30 Sep 89 


[Excerpt] Senegambia, 8 years of existence with no real 
success. Last month, Abdou Diouf, the Senegalese head 
of state, proposed freezing the activities of this confed- 
eration in theory. And recently, Dawda Jawara of the 
Gambia had asked for its dissolution. Today, it can be 
said that the Senegambia has signed its death certificate. 
The dissolution of the confederation comes into effect 
today. [passage omitted] 


* Bank Restructuring Means Merger, French Ties 


34190308a Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
10 Aug 89 p 7 


[Article by Hussein Ba and A.B. Gueye: “Peoples’ Bank 
in October?” ] 


[Text] The Ministry of Economic and Financial Affairs 
has just taken another step toward its planned restruc- 
turing of the banking system. The head of the Treasury 
has just announced the upcoming merger of three banks 
(SOFISEDIT [Senegalese Financial Company for the 
Development of Industry and Tourism], BNDS [Senegal 
National Development Bank], and SONABANQUE 
[National Banking Company]) with Assurbank, which 
will give birth to a new national bank with private 
sharcholders. The merger involves an injection of new 
money totaling [CFA] francs 35 billion, tu be provided 
by USAID [U.S. Agency for International Develop- 
ment}, the World Bank [IBRD] and France's Central 
Fund for Economic Cooperation [CCCE]. Assistance 
from other foreign donors is also being sought, since 
obligations amounting to some 176 billion [CFA] francs 
will have to be cleared up, which is beyond the present or 
future capability of the Senegalese Government, the 
ultimate guarantor of the banks’ solvency. Though the 
orientation of the new bank is still not firmly set, there is 
more and more talk of a “peoples’ bank,” which might 
gct off the ground on | October. 
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Out of the current total of 544 bank agents (558 
according to Mr Abdoulaye Diop, coordinator of the 
project), only 133 will be kept on in the new institution. 
Forty-two other employees currently attached to a debt 
collection company will be transferred back to the new 
banking institution at the end of 5 years. This unprece- 
dented cutback will thus put two-thirds of the agents out 
of the picture, with no prospect for re-employment under 
the rehiring procedures of the individual banks. 


However, though the fate of the state-owned banks really 
comes as no surprise, the same cannot be said for 
Assurbank. Tying the insurance underwriters’ bank to 
the future of the governmental institutions involved in 
the merger is something new, and it reveals an important 
aspect of the overall restructuring plan. The explanation 
given to the press by the head of the Treasury was not 
complete. According to Mr Alia Diene Drame, Assur- 
bank was included because it was on the verge of 
bankruptcy. What was not mentioned was the relation- 
ship between the government’s decision and the 
demands of the donors. 


In fact, when the finance ministry presented the idea—a 
merger of the “lame ducks,” establishment of a private 
institution—to the donors, they insisted unequivocally 
that the operation must be handled by financially solvent 
Senegalese from the private sector. As it happens, insur- 
ance underwriters are among the most solvent busi- 
nessmen on the local scene. Thus their involvement in 
the project became indispensable. 


Having learned from their disastrous takeover of the 
Commercial Bank of Senegal (BCS). the underwriters 
this time insisted that the arrangements—starting with 
resolution of Assurbank’s problems—be spelled out 
more clearly. To solve both diificulties—the Assurbank 
crisis, as demanded by the underwriters. and participa- 
tion of the latter in a new institut!on—ihe government 
has proposed an artful exchange of shares: the under- 
writers agree to the merger of Assurbank with the gov- 
ernment banks, and in return they will recei.c | billion 
in the form of shares in the capital of the new bank. The 
insurance companies whose participation was being 
sought have accepted the idea, though with several 
specific provisos: that they have an opportunity to make 
an independent evaluation of the assets and liabilities of 
the government banks before the merger, and that 
domestic underwriters get the favorable treatment now 
enjoyed by Credit Lyonnais, namely the right to main- 
tain a “solid portfolio.” 


In addition, they are demanding a majority position in 
the new bank and full management authority, with 
guarantees that there will be no external pressure or 
dropping of directors. Negotiations are still under way. 
The announced merger of the banks has left the dis- 
turbing crises in other banks on the back burner. What 
solution will be found for the Senegalese-Kuwaiti Bank 
(BSK) or the Islamic Bank (DMI), which are also trying 
to grapple with extraordinary problems? 
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According to the schedule drawn up by the government 
for integrated implementation of the restructuring plan, 
all the “ailing” banks not involved in the merger must 
clean up their financial status before 31 September [as 
published]. To cite only the example of BSK, the time 
allowed seems rather short, given some of the constraints 
the authorities have imposed on actions the bank can 
take to extricate itself from the crisis. 


In the context of asset evaluations, word has begun to 
circulate (widely among usually well-informed circles) 
about an accord the government has reportedly signed 
with the CCCE that would give the French agency veto 
power over creation of any new bank in Senegal. This has 
stirred up some strong feeling among local entrepre- 
neurs, who interpret the decision as an abandonment of 
prerogatives of national sovereignty. 


Why Assurbank? 


Assurbank was born in 1987 out of the ashes of the old 
BCS. Originally, the idea was promoted by Senegalese 
underwriters with very big bank deposits who were 
interested in a new bank able to meet their special needs 
better than existing institutions. The collapse of BCS 
brought matters to a head because the government— 
worried about economic and financial fallout from 
simply liquidating a bank, which had never happened 
before in Senegal—signed a protocol with the under- 
writers on 14 May 1986, even before BCS disappeared. 
By the terms of that agreement, which went into effect in 
May 1987, the assets of the dissolved bank would be 
turned over to Assurbank, which would also assume its 
liabilities. 

A separate protocol was signed with BCEAO [Central 
Bank of the West African States] consolidating the 
obligations BCS still owed to it: the total, some 5 billion 
CFA francs, was to be reimbursed over a 10-year period, 
with an initial payment of 1.3 billion, the remainder to 
be retired, without a grace period, at 6 percent interest in 
annual instalments of about 502 million. 


The Senegalese Government affixed its guarantee, 
which, however, would not go into effect until after a 
12-month waiting period! The authorities unquestion- 
ably struck Assurbank’s shareholders an underhanded 
blow in this affair. Realistically, how could a newly 
established bank justify an annua! drain of half a million 
from its profits, at a time when it was trying to expand in 
an environment made unusually hostile by the structural 
adjustment policy? 


In any event, the initial disbursement was made on 30 
June 1988, after the bank ended its first year with a loss. 
The government had to chip in to the tune of 300 million 
CFA francs to keep the debt from going into arrears, 
while the other 200 million or so was drawn directly 
from the bank’s funds. This action led to a gradual but 
irreversible erosion of the stable deposits that the under- 
writers and other state-controlled enterprises were sup- 
posed to maintain, as the former were afraid they would 
end up losing the funds they had placed in Assurbank if 


38 WEST AFRICA 


repayment of BCEAO continued. In this way the bank’s 
funds were dried up to such an extent that it was 
regularly denied equalization funds, eventually causing 
clientele to turn away. That is why Assurbank is listed 
today among the “lame ducks” in Senegal’s banking 
system and involved in the reorganization of govern- 
ment banks. In this situation only the state has come out 
ahead, along with—to a lesser degree—shareholders who 
can get back their initial investment in the capital of the 
new institution. 


As for the employees, they will bear the cost of a 
situation that they had no part in creating; in fact, 2 years 
ago quite a few of them left stable jobs and forfeited 
many juicy benefits to join the bank. Today some of 
them are kicking themselves for having gotten them- 
selves in this predicament and swear they won't be 
talked into shouldering any more burdens, no matter 
how light. 


* Restructured Bank To Freeze Deposits 


34190305b Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 
11-13 Aug 89 p 2 


[Article: “Clientele Secured”’] 


[Text] The government, with the help of the BCEAO 
[Central Bank of the West African States], and other 
donors including France, the United States, and the 
World Bank [IBRD], has embarked on a far-reaching 
restructuring of the banking sector. The main purpose of 
the restructuring is to put the financial system on the 
kind of solid foundation that is an indispensable prereq- 
uisite for any well-ordered adjustment policy. 


One important phase in that restructuring—finding a 
solid banking institution to carry on some of the activi- 
ties of the USB [Senegalese Banking Union]—was com- 
pleted with the 3 July 1989 opening of Credit Lyonnais 
Senegal. 


Deposits were frozen because the USB, contrary to our 
initial predictions, proved unable to handle the transfer 
of all client accounts to Credit Lyonnais Senegal. The 
government has refused to tolerate any depositor losses. 
which would have been inevitable if the bank were 
simply liquidated, opting instead to freeze them with 
compensation for a maximum of 3 years. 


The rate at which deposits are restored will depend on 
how quickly donors release tranches from their sectoral 
loan, and on the success of efforts to recover debts owed 
to the USB and the banks that are to be restructured. 


The second phase of the planned restructuring involves 
Assurbank and the public banking sector, including 
BNDS [Senegal National Development Bank], 
SOFISEDIT [Senegalese Financial Company for the 
Development of Industry and Tourism], SONAGA 
[expansion unknown] and SONABANQUE [National 
Banking Company]. The restructuring scheme adopted 
for USB is also being applied to the above-mentioned 
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banks and should lead to the establishment of a solid 
new bank and a financial collection company. Here again 
the government has ruled out any depositor losses in the 
restructuring. 


The new bank will carry on the financially sound activ- 
ities of the banks to be restructured and will put special 
emphasis on savings accounts, loans to wage earners and 
small savers, as well as support for small and medium- 
sized businesses and industries, while participating in 
agricultural lending to the extent its means permit. 


Any banking system depends on confidence. In order to 
maintain that confidence, the government has under- 
taken to re-establish the conditions for sound banking 
activity. That is why the banks wili make all their own 
lending decisions. Similarly, banks will have the lati- 
tude—without any pressure from the public sector—to 
undertake recovery ac!ions against any debtor, regard- 
less of his position. 


The government calls on the Senegalese people to sup- 
port the bank restructuring policy by continuing as 
customers to put their trust in the banks. 


* PDS Proposals: Jobs, Farm Policy 


34190307a Dakar SOPI in French 
4 Aug 89 p 5 


[Text] The incompetence and lack of conscience that 
have characterized the actions of Abdou Diouf’s govern- 
ment for more than 10 years have led the country into 
unprecedented regression in the economic and social 
sectors. 


There was the failure of the 1979 recovery plan, aban- 
doned 2 years after its launching, and the failure of the 
reorganization and adjustment plans. The latter intro- 
duced the New Policies that had such catastrophic con- 
sequences on our industry, as well as our agriculture and 
our educational system. Senegal, the African country 
that has received the most aid in these recent years, 
amounting to more than 500 billion CFA [African 
Financial Community] francs, has, nonetheless, seen the 
almost total liquidation of its domestic industry because 
of the policy of savage liberalization promoted by the 
government, which has led to the closing of a long list of 
domestic industrial enterprises. 


Senegal’s foreign debt went through the ceiling, breaking 
the record level of | trillion CFA francs. Diouf's failure 
is obvious. An alternative is needed. The PDS [Sene- 
galese Democratic Party] is proposing one. 


Before taking up the alternative economic program of 
the PDS, the following statement should be made. 
Diouf's failure in the social sector is blatantly evident. 
With the loss of 16,000 jobs out of the 40,000 the 
industrial sector had, or 37 percent, while at the same 
time only 3,000 jobs have been created, the only possible 
conclusion is that Abdou Diouf is a professional at 
destruction. 
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The dismissal of thousands of policemen; the decisions 
eliminating 18,000 government employees; the high cost 
of living, particularly for goods of first necessity; the lack 
of a health policy and an adequate water policy—these 
things are leading our country toward a regression and a 
decline for which Mr Diouf and his government are 
solely responsible. 


The PDS alternative involves pursuing a new policy of 
real economic development. The economic program of 
the PDS is a program of freedoms, of determined initi- 
atives, and of overall development. 


The goal of the new planning method will be double 
planning, which will begin by slowing the regression, 
correcting the situation, and guaranteeing development 
at the base, starting with the human communities, ‘he 
new economic regions, and using local resources, such as 
to guarantee an annual rate of growth of at least 4 
percent. 


The goals will be reduction of the foreign indebtedness 
and a program to protect the development of domestic 
industry by waging a battle against customs fraud and 
unfair competition, as well as providing financial incen- 
tives and tax reform. In particular, the state will pay the 
debts of the enterprises and will establish a fund of 50 
billion for the training, encouragement, and staffing of 
Senegalese businessmen. And more generally, it will 
expand the private sector, in which those with profes- 
sional mastery and degrees will be able to pursue their 
activities. 


A job policy is needed that will make it possible to slow 
down unemployment and create new jobs, in particular 
for those with higher educational degrees and young 


people. 
A New Agricultural Dynamic 


A new dynamic in agriculture resulting from the exten- 
sion of the arable areas and the modernization of pro- 
duction will be the central base for the farm policy of the 
PDS. Rural citizens will be settled on their land by 
means of programs that will allow them to have every- 
thing they need to live, with full food self-sufficiency. 


Modernizing the Fishing Sector 


Fishermen will be provided with adequate equipment 
(canoes and engines), and the state will develop domestic 
industrial fishing. At the outset, effective protection of 
our halieutic assets will be ensured. 


In addition, modernization of the traditional crafts will 
be made possible not only for the traditional craftsmen, 
but also for the young people who reveal talent in this 
sector, through financial support provided to the 
craftsmen and the flowering of new initiatives. 


The new economic policy envisioned by the PDS will 
thus be based on redevelopment and redynamization of 
the agricultural sector, which can lead Senegal toward 
full development. 
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With a view to a concrete qualitative change, the PDS 
will provide additional aid to domestic industry and to 
Senegalese economic development agents, in order to 
protect and guarantee employment. 


Aid to and support of the rural sector, with improved 
prices for producers and the training of a new race of 
farmers, will be implemented. A substantial reduction in 
the cost of living, and, above all, in the prices of goods 
and products of first necessity, will be effected. 


Young people, the unemployed, those who have been 
dismissed, and graduates seeking work will be aided so as 
to facilitate their suitable integration in society. 


* UDT Leader Demands Election, Media Reform 


34190307b Dakar FAGARU in French 
Aug 89 pp 1-2 


[Interview with Abdoulaye Bathily; date and place not 
given] 


[Text] [FAGARU] What is your analysis of the current 
Situation in the country? 


[Bathily] The current situation is characterized by decep- 
tive calm. A superficial observer might say that “things 
are back in order in Senegal.’’ Now, quite obviously, the 
fire continues to smolder beneath the ashes. How can 
things be back in order when no solution to the vital 
prob’ems of the country has been found? 


The democratic process remains blocked after the elec- 
toral fraud on 28 February 1988. The county remains 
split into two parts. Oi. the one hand, there are the living 
forces, the workers, the young people, the majority of the 
people, who are demanding change in order to undertake 
the experiment of building a new life. And on the other 
side, there is the PS [Socialist Party] and its leading 
clique, 4 minority undermined by internal contradic- 
tions, biinded by its egotistical interests, and unwilling to 
accept the evidence. The people of Senegal reject these 
people, and are awaiting a new team that can preside 
over the fate of the nation. This is an interregnum. The 
impression Senegal gives of a country adrift is the result 
of this situation. 


The blockage of the political situation because of the 
attitude of the government is accelerating the deteriora- 
tion in all sectors. Enterprises are idling, the financial 
crisis of the state is growing worse, and the rate of the 
flight of capital, and the plundering of public funds is 
accelerating because of the political uncertainty. Dis- 
missals and reductions of personnel and the planned 
“dumping” ut thousands of government employees and 
other agents of the state will still further burden the 
social atmosphere in the country. 


The disorganized initiatives of the government in con- 
nection with the conflict with Mauritania and the negli- 
gence in the handling of the problem of the repatriated 
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citizens reflect the profound political and moral crisis 
from which the regime is suffering. 


It is obvious that so many cumulative problems will lead 
to explosions with consequences no one can foresee. 


{[FAGARU] What are the steps that in your view would 
overcome the crisis? 


{Bathily] It is the urgent duty of all of the political forces 
in Our country to undertake a profound and critical study 
of the present crisis. Our party, for its part, has always, in 
its proposals and actions, assigned high priority not only 
to spectacular actions and statements, but also to con- 
certed and well-thought-out proposals. This is the expla- 
nation for the stability and the consistency of our 
advance on the political scene. 


After assessing the political experience of the country, we 
long ago came to the conclusion that democracy is the 
motive force of progress for the peoples and the yeast for 
the development of political and social organizations. 
The name of our party and its slogan (Unity, Democracy, 
Labor) bear witness to our dedication to the democratic 
ideal. Respect for democratic principles in our party and 
ensuring their triumph in the country—this is the pro- 
found significance of our action. One cannot envisage a 
solution to the crisis without respect for all of these 
principles. 


This clearly indicates that in order to halt the dangerous 
slippage that is occurring in the country, it is urgently 
necessary that all of the political forces sit down at a 
table and make a determined effort to find points of 
agreement concerning a new electoral code, a system of 
operation for the state media, and other issues linked 
with the rights of the parties and the social organizations 
and civilian society. The new electoral code, thus 
approved, will make the organization of early elections 
possible in an atmosphere of calm. The party that 
emerges triumphant from these free consultations of the 
people will enjoy the moral authority to direct the 
country, alone or in alliance with others, based on a 
united economic and social program. It is in this way 
that Senegal will become, in fact, a nation of law. 


When this has been achieved, our party will come 
forward with the propositions it has already drafted on 
the essential questions raised. 


[FAGARU] Has the SOPI [members of the PDS] move- 
ment run out of steam? How is the SOPI alliance doing? 


{Bathily] | have had occasion to state that because of the 
ideal it embodies, the SOP] movement goes beyond the 
limits of one party or a group of parties. It is a popular 
movement that is not artificial. It has resulted from the 
catastrophic administration by the government. It is the 
fruit of the failure of the PS and the political bankruptcy 
of the leadership of that party. The SOPI movement 
emerged historically as an expression of the rejection of 
the government and its policy by the people. Such a vast 
movement that has emerged from the depths of society 
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cannot run out of steam unless the factors to which its 
birth was due have disappeared. Now, as far as I know, 
the PS is still in place, and its ruinous policy is being 
pursued on all levels. The regime that relied on its 
extinction following the 28 February 1988 elections is in 
the process of learning, to its own cost, that the move- 
ment continues to spread, as is evidenced by the paral- 
ysis of the PS structures and the refusal of the people to 
accept PS cards, despite the corruption and the cam- 
paign of threats and intimidation pursued by that party 
and the administration it commands. 


The current disappointments being experi-nced in the 
country by the PIT [Party for Independence and Labor] 
and its secretary general, Amath Dansokho, because of 
its alliance and unilateral undertakings with the PS, 
show that no individual, no political force in the oppo- 
sition can with impunity isolate itself from the SOPI 
movement and its goals of struggle against the govern- 
ment. The people of Senegal are not sheep. Experience 
and the crisis have caused the political awareness of the 
people to develop very rapidly, and in qualitative 
fashion. It is not possible to lead the Senegalese people 
up the garden path. In steadily increasing numbers, the 
people are showing evidence of great discernment in 
political matters. They are no longer held in thrall by the 
demagogic speeches of the government or the veterans’ 
professions of faith. It is with a profound understanding 
of this reality that the PDS [Senegalese Democratic 
Party] and the LD-MPT [Democratic League— 
Movement for the Labor Party] have decided, despite 
the defection of the PIT, to remain loyal to the SOPI 
movement until victory 1s won. 


[FAGARU] The Political Bureau has recently pursued 
activities in almost all parts of the territory. How ts the 
party doing, then” 


{Bathily] A revolutionary party like ours maintains and 
strengthens itself through its effective links with the 
masses. Dakar and the other large cities are a part of the 
country, but they are far from being all of the country. 
The party believes that its leadership at the highest level 
should inform itself through contact with the realities at 
the base level. That is why I, for my part, take special 
interest in carrying out information and organization 
missions, which are more instructive than 100 reports. 


As a result, I can say that the party has gained in 
influence and in acceptance. Our perception of the 
national issues is a mature one. The positions we defend 
at present reflect the profound aspirations of the mem- 
bership and the people. 


There still remain many gaps that must be filled, but it is 
beyond dispute that the LD-MPT isa party that is on the 
rise. This is a reason for reassurance. 
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Sierra Leone 


Appeal of 1987 Coup Plotters Rejected 


AB3009094189 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 29 Sep 89 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] There were some dramatic scenes in Freetown, 
Sierra Leone, today at the Appeal Court hearing in which 
all the defendants of the epic treason trial that began in 
March |987 had their appeals against the death sentence 
quashed. They've been accused of plotting to overthrow 
the government and assassinate the president, Joseph 
Momoh. And among the defendants was former Vice 
President Francis Minnah. Our Freetown correspon- 
dent, Fode Fofana, was in court and he telexed this 
report. 


[Begin studio announcer recording] Outside the law 
court building on Siaka Stevens Street, thousands of 
Sierra Leoneans waited since the early hours of the 
morning for the verdict. The police had sealed off the 
area from traffic. Electronic body-searching devices were 
used to search any court [words indistinct] for weapons. 
Though my bag did not contain anything suspicious, | 
was asked to leave it away from the court. The court- 
room itself was full to capacity and security men were 
everywhere. There were armed soldiers from the combat 
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division; There were military police, the paramilitary, 
and the n**ional police. There were special branch men, 
CID [Criminal Investigations Department] detectives, 
and military intelligence agents. 


Reading his judgment, Sierra Leone’s Chief Justice 
Kutubu dismissed the appeals of all 14 appelants in the 
treason trial. He said there has been no doubt as to the 
legality of the proceedings, and from all the evidence 
available, the appeals were inadmissible. According to 
the chief justice, there was no doubt that the plotters had 
planned to ambush the presidential motorcade and 
assassinate the head of state, but he said, the plot had 
been leaked to the military intelligence who foiled the 
coup. At one time during the reading of his judgment, 
Justice Kutubu, while trying to fix his spectacles, 
dropped the table microphane. making a loud bang. 
Immediately, the security personnel went on the alert 
and a special branch man standing immediately behind 
Kutubu dipped into his jacket for a concealed gun. 


The coup plotters’ last chance of mercy 1s to appeal to 
President Momoh for a presidential pardon. All the 
indications are that the death sentence will not be carried 
out, because this would deal a fatal blow to the human 
rights record of the president. It’s equally unlikely that 
the coup plotters will be freed. for fear of encouraging 
other disgruntled groups to plot against the government. 
[end recording] 
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